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USD course
studies "Big
Dog" garage

0n-campus
theft rate is
on the rise

By Rvan Harbour

By Ryan Shuman

"Over one-hundred cars and
one-hundred motorcycles." That's
what visiting USD professor John
Heitmann and his History of the
American Automobile class were able
to see when they visited Jay Leno's
famous garage on April 4. Not only
did the class get an exclusive tour
of the vehicle collection, but they
also got tickets to Leno's "Tonight
Show," which featured "High School
Musical" star Ashley Tisdale, actor
Vin Diesel and musical guest Scissor
Sisters.
Senior
and
communication
major Patrick Doyle described the
car collection as the best part of the
trip. "It was cool to get a chance to
see it all because [the garage] is very
exclusive and tough to get into with
over 100 cars and 100 motorcycles,"
Doyle said. "[Leno's] collection is
more historical than anything. He has
some muscle cars, but his interest is
in historical cars like steam cars and
Ford Model-Ts."
Leno is famous for driving a
different car every day of the year, and
the newest addition to his collection
is a 2006 Corvette. According to
Leno's garage website, his oldest cars
are a 1906 Baker electric car and a
1906 Stanley Steamer. He also owns
a number of rare cars, including a
Monteverde, a Bugatti Atlantic and a
turbine motorcycle.
Leno is also a regular writer for
Popular Mechanics magazine and has
written automobile articles for The
Sunday Times.
Before the class made the trip to
Los Angeles, they watched some film
clips of the garage. According to USD
Director of Media Relations Melissa
Wagoner, who also went on the tour,
the class had been studying "this
machine that changed the world,"
yet a full academic appreciation for
automobiles was lacking. "[They
studied]
various
perspectives
throughout the semester, including
reading about the automobile and its
history, watching films and listening
to music," Wagoner said. "But one
aspect was missing — seeing in
person the cars often illustrated in
their textbooks."
See LENO, Page 2

Residence halls and parking
structures have proven to be. the new
targets for small-time criminals, as
laptops and parking permits have
been disappearing at an alarming
rate. The noticeable surge in thefts
has forced students to be cautious all
across campus. March saw a surge in
reported on-campus thefts, with three
times as many cases as what was
reported in January and February,
respectively. April is already on its
way with a reported five cases of
theft, and the month is only half over.
Photos Courtesy of USD Athletics
Senior Nick My rick, an offFormerToreros,basketball player Brandon Johnson (above) was indicted by federal investigators on Monday for sports bribery charges
campus commuter, had his registration
along with former teammate BrandonDowdy and former assistant coachThaddeus Brown.
sticker stolen off of his vehicle.
"People have a false sense of security
on campus," Myrick said. "They think
because it's a small community and so
isolated on top of the hill that they can
leave their belongings anywhere."
As a senior, Myrick has heard
of numerous thefts in his four years
at USD. "I realized that you always
have to be aware of the possibility;
you can't take anything for granted
because campus is safe. It comes
down to personal responsibility."
Congruent to Myrick's insight,
Public Safety Lieutenant Henry
Marquez agrees that students are
1
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becoming too relaxed about the safety
IfPPfF
of their possessions.
"A lot of it is that people
sometimes get complacent," Marquez
said. "They prop a door open even if
they're going to be gone three to five
- Roberto Mafra, '10
minutes. All it takes a person is 30 to
A former teammate
40 seconds to take care of business."
Brandon Johnson
Brandon Dowdy
With only a short window of
time needed to commit a theft,
U.S. Attorney Laura Duffy said during from other cases reveal that the trio had Marquez emphasized that it is the
By Chris Hanneke
a news conference that Johnson "was "financial problems in their business responsibility of students to be aware
intricately involved in both the illegal and personal lives," a motive that of their belongings and surroundings,
USD's all-time leading scorer, gambling business and in the sports authorities will take into consideration. especially in the parking structures.
Johnson, on the other hand, was at
"What criminals do is take
Brandon Johnson, was arrested along bribery schemes," according to a story
his home in Houston during his arrest. advantage of when a person leaves
with nine others, including two with on ESPN.com.
ties to the USD basketball program:
The court documents name three While mostly bouncing around from stuff in their vehicle," Marquez said.
former teammate Brandon Dowdy suspects, Steve Goria, Paul Thweni and NBA D-League rosters, his most recent "The suspect sees it and that's what
and former assistant coach Thaddeus Richard Garmo, as the ringleaders of being a stint on a developmental team they call a crime of opportunity."
Public Safety urges students
Brown. Johnson, 24, along with the operation. The documents claim that for the Memphis Grizzlies, Johnson
Dowdy and Brown, were three of 10 the three would pay players to "affect was still actively pursuing a career in to utilize the safety educational
resources that are available to the
people indicted on Monday by the the outcomes [of college basketball professional basketball.
During his career at USD, Johnson USD community. According to the
federal grand jury on multiple charges, games], operating as bookmakers,"
including sports bribery, illegal
while subsequently "obtaining and set the all-time record both for points Public Safety website, SanDiego.
(1,790) and assists (525), becoming the edu/Safety, deciding when to report
gambling and marijuana distribution.
distributing marijuana."
While Johnson was not alleged to
According to a story in The San
See BRIBE, Page 16
See THEFT, Page 2
have taken part in the latter operation, Diego Union-Tribune, court documents

USD basketball rocked by
allegations of point shaving
"I never thought BJ was
involved in anything
like that... He was
always a competitor

*4*

Former Mexican President Vicente Fox shares pro-drug policy
By Dane Cummaro
Vicente
Fox
brought
his
controversial view on the legalization
of drugs to the forefront of discussion
on campus during a visit hosted by the
Trans-Border Institute. The former
president of Mexico came to speak to
a packed house in the Joan B. Kroc
Institute for Peace and Justice Theatre
last Thursday and hosted a press
conference beforehand in Room 247.
Fox was originally scheduled
to speak at Point Loma Nazarene
University, but the location was
changed to USD after PLNU rescinded
their invitation to Fox in February.
PLNU officials cited concerns over
Fox's stance on drugs, claiming that
the "risks of having him were greater
than the benefits," according to The
San Diego Union-Tribune.
USD was proud to host Fox and,
after a brief introduction, Fox was
prepared for a no-holds-barred press
conference. The former president
answered questions about drug
cartels, undocumented workers, his
nonprofit organization called Central
Fox and his controversial position on
the legalization of drugs.
"Vicente Fox is widely recognized
for his efforts to promote democratic
and judicial change in Mexico, as well
as his calls for immigration and drug
policy reform," said David Shirk,
director of the Trans-Border Institute

and associate professor of political
science. "These are all issues of
direct relevance to TBI's mission and
programs."
Fox stated that he was pleased
to be in San Diego to speak about his
current work establishing the firstever presidential library and museum
in Mexico, known as Central Fox.
The project is focused on building
leadership and "tearing down walls"
between the United States and
Mexico.
"I think that Vicente Fox's efforts
to develop Mexico's first library for
a living former president are quite
important," Shirk said. "Former
presidents of Mexico are historically
prone to fleeing the country, instead
of staying there to do good works, so
hopefully former president Fox has
started a new trend."
Drugs were the hot-button
issue garnering much of the former
president's
attention. "Violence,
crimes and drugs have reached an
incredible level," Fox said. "Everyone
talks about what is going on in
Mexico, but I want to know what is
going on here [in the U.S.]."
BBC News reported that in March
2009, the U.S. government announced
that it would step up efforts to disrupt
the flow of weapons and drug profits
from the U.S. to Mexico, but Fox said
he is not convinced. He made a point
of urging President Barack Obama
to question how guns are still being

Rafael Crescencio/The Vista

Vicente Fox speaks about his post-presidency work in the IPJTheatre on April 4.

smuggled into Mexico. He was also
extremely critical of the apparent lack
of U.S. action on the matter, implying
it has only perpetuated the cycle of
violence.
"Unless [the U.S.] stops the free
flowing of guns and ammunition, there
is no stop to this," Fox said. "Who
takes the drugs when they cross the
border? What are drug enforcement
agencies doing here in the States?"
Fox himself supports legalization
of drugs, and his logic is simple: why
not take the enormous amounts of
wealth that is fueling criminal activity
and put it in the hands of government?
Moreover, the former president is not

convinced that drug usage would
go up should legalization occur. He
cited Portugal as an example where
legalization did not lead to increased
consumption.
He referred to illegal drugs as
"the last frontier of prohibition,"
explaining that "prohibitions are very
attractive" to governments.
Equally blunt about immigration.
Fox called the SB-1070-inspired
Alabama bill "stupid," as it would
require police to detain suspects
of illegal immigration while their
status is investigated, and it would
also criminalize the hiring, housing
or transporting of undocumented
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Academic Week showcases talent

Farmers should win over food giant
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Sponsored by AS and the Honors Council,
Academic Week will culminate in Creative
Collaborations today at noon.
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Small farmers unite in an effort to stop
Monsanto seed company from monopolizing
America's food industry.
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The Vista set out to find the "sartorialists"
on our campus today. Includes interview
with a USD designer.
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Chevrolet goes sustainable

The Strokes release "Angles"

Chevrolet has plans to invest $40 million
in renewable energy, energy efficiency
and reforestation projects in regions of the
United States.
PAGE 4

immigrants.
Fox described the recent U.S.
trend in anti-immigration Senate Bills
as reactionary and fear-based. He
suggests that the U.S. should instead
put together a strong framework
that can be strictly adhered to in all
questions of immigration status. Fox
explained that he does not support an
open-border policy, but rather favors
an outline much to the effect of the
McCain-Kennedy Bill. Proposed in
2007, the bill would have provided a
path to citizenship for the approximate
10 to 20 million illegal immigrants

After five long years, popular rock group
The Strokes released a new album. After
three long weeks. The Vista finally got a
review.
PAGE 12

SPORTS 16-20

Head coach's claim to fame
USD men's golf head coach Tim Mickelson
makes the Toreros a staple in the Top 25
national ranking.
PAGE 18
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Trip features Leno's studio
On-cam pus thefts threaten student security

LENO, continued from Front Page
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PARKING
PERMITS

LAPTOPS
AND IPODS

WALLETS

BACKPACKS

BICYCLES

SPRING

Report
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activity to:

2010

SPRING

2011

28 t h e f t s reported

MANY TIMES THESE
POSSESSIONS ARE
LEFT UNSECURED

619
260
2222

MANY THEFTS
OCCUR IN SECURED
LOCATIONS

but

Heitmann explained that Leno's
"Big Dog" garage offered a real-life
look at some of the most historical
cars in American history. The group
was shown around the garage by Bob
Sailes, a full-time employee who was
able to identify and give a full history
of each vehicle the group saw.
"Highlighting a particular car's
significance in history, its contribution
to the field and in some cases, the
previous owners of the car, Sailes
created a narrative that drew in all 18
USD students," Wagoner said.
The garage contains not only a
full range of fabrication machinery
to make parts in-house, but also a
gourmet kitchen where Leno is able
to take breaks and hone his cooking
skills.
Heitmann is a visiting professor
from the University of Dayton in
Ohio, and based the class on his book,
"The Automobile and American Life."
Heitmann said that the Leno trip was

an integral part of understanding
the importance of the automobile in
American history.
The book sparked Leno's interest
and led him to contact Heitmann
to discuss their shared interest in
automobiles.
According to Heitmann, Leno
posed a question to Heitmann to test
his car knowledge during the first time
they met. "Jay really knows his stuff
related to auto history," Heitmann
said. "He knows that I know a good
bit about auto history, but he gave me
a test question while visiting [him] on
April 1. It was a very esoteric question
centering on what was the first sports
car in the U.S., and by chance I had
been reading something the week
before and so I could answer with an
equally obscure but plausible answer
- the 1907 Haynes-Apperson 'Jack
Rabbit.'"
Leno has continued to stay in
contact with Heitmann and hopes to
add Heitmann's book to his book club
list. For more information about the
garage, visit JayLenosGarage.com.

Natalie Kunstadter/The Vista

Rates of reported thefts on campus were three times higher in March of this year than in January and February.

Sticky hands make items walk
THEFT, continued from Front Page
suspicious activity comes down to
"trusting your gut instinct." The site
also points out that students should
be aware of who lives in their area
and their neighbors' daily routines.
"If something doesn't feel right, it
probably isn't," the site reminds.
Public Safety
also advises
students to read the crime alerts as
they are released and to not be hesitant
to call about suspicious-looking
individuals. "If someone doesn't look
right in your area, you don't have to
confront them," Marquez explained.
"Give us a call."
Since officers cannot be in every

location at once, Marquez noted,
Public Safety needs calls from
students to better regulate the areas
where thefts are taking place. "If there
is a certain area [of high theft], we
will tend to beef up [security], but we
don't like to because if you beef up on
an area, the suspects know," Marquez
said. "It's always good for people to
call us."
According to Public Safety,
anyone can be an "expert witness."
The most valuable asset to officers
during a theft is the witness' powers of
observation. Key descriptors to watch
out for include sex, hair color and
length, height, body build, clothing,
location and direction of travel.
The Department of Residential

The science of self
affirmations

By Bernadette Smith
Do you think it's really corny
to stand in front of the mirror every
morning and tell yourself that you're
beautiful? Contrary to what the selfhelp "SNL" satirist Stuart Smalley
would have you believe, affirmations
are in fact a highly effective way of
improving mood and self-esteem when
practiced on a long-term basis.
If you still think affirmations are a
load of hoo-ey, consider the scientific
explanation of why they work.
Actions we perform, as well as
thoughts we think, are a result of
neurons firing
electrical impulses
through synapses in the brain. Every
time you perform an action or conceive
of a thought, it reinforces the chemical
relationship between neurons and
makes the pathway more solidified, or
concrete.
Take, for example, the drive to
school that you've done so many times
that your brain goes on auto-pilot.
This is because the action (driving to
school) has created a strong, direct link
between neurons of the brain, causing
the brain's communication between
these areas to be fast, efficient and
habitual. You feel that you know the
drive so well, sometimes it's hard to
remember how you actually got from
point A to point B. This is an example
of a solidified chemical pathway.
The same thing is often true of
abuse victims. It becomes almost
instinctual for people who have
received negative messages about
themselves their whole lives to have
poor self-esteem. The reason for this
is that their brains are conditioned to
follow the same chemical pathways
responsible for negative thinking over
and over again.

The only way to break the cycle
is to actively block the chemical
pathways
and
their
resulting
thoughts with positive, self-affirming
statements. Interestingly, you do not
have to wholeheartedly believe in the
self-affirming statement for it to take
affect. The action of saying it out loud
begins to form a new pathway in the
brain that corresponds to a better selfimage. Believing will follow.
The best part about affirmations
is that they can become a part of your
daily routine, just like washing your
face or brushing your teeth. When
practiced daily, affirmations can
change your outlook on things and help
to make positive thinking an automatic
response.
Starting out simple is best. Write
down a present-tense, affirmative
statement not more than 10 words. "I
am an amazing writer," or, "My column
is fantastic" are both good examples.
The point of the exercise is to re
train your brain to think positively.
Negative reactions to life's situations
are common among the majority of
people because stress tends to affect
mood and outlook. When a negative
thought comes to mind, it is important
to stop it from being completed. You
can achieve this through several
techniques, and the best way to
discover what works for you is by
experimenting. Try physically getting
up and moving around or going for a
walk. Some people benefit from verbal
ques, such as "Stop," or "Move on."
There is also the adversive
conditioning
technique,
where
physical pain becomes associated with
negative thinking through repeated
conditioning. An example of this
technique is to take a rubber band,
place it around your wrist and then
every time a negative thought forms,
snap the band against your skin. The
snap will cause momentary pain, but
in the long run it will help your brain
to move away from automatic negative
thought tracks.
When all else fails, try my personal
favorite, the Serenity Prayer: "God,
grant me the serenity to accept the
things I cannot change, the courage to
change the things 1 can and the wisdom
to know the difference."

9

Life addresses safety concerns by
offering removable window locks to
students wishing to secure their dorms.
"If you're going to leave and
your windows are ajar, secure them,"
Marquez warned.
For sophomore Ryan Edmonson,
a resident of the Alcala Vista
Apartments, taking extra precautions
is necessary when the security of his
possessions are in question. "Living
on campus, it seems inevitable that
there will be computers and wallets
stolen," Edmonson said. "That's why
I try to always lock up and be aware of
who is around my door."
Edmonson hasn't been a victim
of theft and he claims that he plans On
keeping it that way. "I work out every
day so I'll be ready for anyone trying
to break in," he joked. "I'm not going
to let someone come along and shop
through my room."
According to Marquez,on-campus
streaks of theft are inconsistent and
occur in waves. "We can go a couple
months without knowing anything,
and then all of a sudden kids get
hit," Marquez said. "Make sure your
personal items are not visible."
Public Safety encourages students
to keep an eye out for one another,
because community vigilance is one
of the best ways for the campus to stay
secure. To report suspicious activity,
call Public Safety at (619)-260-2222.

Photos by Melissa Wagoner

ABOVE: Students in the History of the American Automobile course get an exclusive
tour of Jay Leno's private car collection in Los Angeles on April 4.
BELOW:The group of 20 students, faculty and staff also received tickets to Leno's "To
night Show."

Associated Students and Honor
Council celebrate week of academics
By Nazin Sedehi
Associated Students and the
Honor Council have come together to
help students celebrate the academic,
social and exploratory advantages
of
attending
USD. The
two
organizations kicked off celebrations
last Monday, handing out pens and
T-shirts to students outside of the
UC. Tuesday featured a game of "Are
You Smarter Than a USD Professor,"
the perennially popular event held
outside of the UC and put on by the
Honor Council. Academic Week
organizers hosted a book swap on
Wednesday, collecting donations of
gently-used books that will be given
to a local charity.
The last event of the week,
Creative Collaborations, will be held
today from noon to 2 p.m. in the UC
Forums. Creative Collaborations is
an event in which undergraduate and
graduate students display professional
posters of the research that they have
been working on in their respective
fields.
Presentations will cover
disciplines ranging from biochemistry
to sculpture to poetry analysis.
"I'm excited to see USD taking
steps in the direction of becoming
a well-known academic institution
that produces original research," said
Colin Tobias, AS Commuter Senator
and member of the AS Academics
Committee. "I'm also excited to see
what interesting things and ideas
have been produced by students and
faculty through the grant money that
was distributed by the Honor Council.
I can't wait to see what my peers have

discovered and produced through
their research."
Creative Collaborations also
presents an opportunity for all USD
students to appreciate the intelligence
and ingenuity of their classmates.
"I would probably say that my
favorite part of Academic Week
is that it culminates in Creative
Collaborations," said Scott Belding,
senior and AS Academics Committee
Chair. "The event really highlights
the drive that USD students have to
not only succeed in the classroom,
but to take interest in their fields to
the next level through independent
research as well. I don't think most
USD students take enough time to
congratulate themselves on their
academic achievements, and this
week is really there to help the USD
community celebrate how smart this
campus is."
Beyond Academic Week, the
Academic Committee is actively
working on issues in Senate meetings
to resolve a series of student concerns.
A primary topic of discussion is the
USD Core Curriculum, reviewing its
strengths and weaknesses and making
proposals for how it can be changed.
Possible changes
may
include
an increased diversity of courses
and team-taught core classes that
provide dual-credit, an option that
has previously been available only to
humanities majors or honors program
students. In addition, a new minor
in the College of Arts and Sciences,
Biomedical Ethics, will be offered
in the upcoming academic bulletin,
pending final approval.
Senior and AS Commuter Senator
Drew Dilts has been conducting a

survey to see how satisfied USD
students are with the current advising
systems, and to evaluate what
concerns or suggestions students
might have about the advising process.
Dilts is particularly interested in the
different approaches that the College
of Arts and Sciences and the School
of Business Administration have
for advising students, and he hopes
to evaluate the effectiveness of the
different advising strategies.
"This week raises awareness
about studying, and the fact that
just because something is labeled
academic doesn't mean you can't have
fun with it," Dilts said. "For me, I've
always found the world of academia
really interesting, and students should
get interested. It costs so much money
to go here, so it's important to get as
much information and skills out of the
education as possible. If you aren't
trying that hard or aren't getting very
good grades, it's going to hurt when
you re applying for jobs or pursuing
graduate school or whatever your
next step might be."
According to Tobias, Academic
Week highlights a topic that is easily
forgotten in a university setting:
academics beyond the classroom.
"This Week is an opportunity for the
student body to not only explore,
but to internalize what academics
mean to USD," Tobias said. "The
Week also creates awareness about
the existence of an Honor Council
and an academics committee that are
ready to serve the student body, and
are ready to make sure student voices
are heard when they have concerns or
comments or constructive criticism to
offer."

THE VISTA

| THURSDAY, APRIL 14, 2011
'People are just about as happy as they make up their mind to be."
- ALBERT EINSTEIN

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORT
April 3 - April 10

April 7, 2011

April 3, 2011

April 3, 2011

Location: MISSIONS PARKING STRUCTURE

Location: SAN JUAN

At 1:23 a.m. Public Safety observed a vehicle driving
erratically. Upon investigation, the driver of the vehicle
was identified as a USD student. During this initial
contact, the student was determined to be driving under
the influence of alcohol. SDPD was contacted and the
student was evaluated and arrested for driving under
the influence of alcohol.

At 6:11 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report of .a
petty theft. Upon investigation, a student reported that
his wallet, skateboard and cell phone were removed
from his secured dorm room between midnight and 6
a.m. on April 3.

April 3, 2011
Location: FOUNDERS HALL
At 1:45 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report of an
intoxicated student. Upon investigation, the student
was evaluated and determined to be unable to care
for herself. The student was voluntarily transported
to detox.

April 4, 2011
Location: STUDENT LIFE PAVILION
At 11:33 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report
of a petty theft. Upon investigation, a student left her
wallet unattended at a table in the main dining area.
When she returned four minutes later, her wallet was
missing. Anyone with information regarding this event is
encouraged to contact Public Safety at (619) 260-7777.

April 4, 2011

Location: SAN JUAN
At 2:34 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report of an
intoxicated student. Upon investigation, the student
was evaluated and determined to be unable to care
for herself. The student was voluntarily transported to
detox.

April 8, 2011
Location: MISSION CROSSROADS
At 9:10 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report
of an intoxicated student. Upon investigation, it
was determined that the student required medical
attention. The student was evaluated and transported
the hospital.

April 9, 2011

Location: MISSIONS A

April 3, 2011

Location: UNIVERSITY TERRACE APARTMENTS
At 5:06 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of
the odor of marijuana. When Public Safety arrived, the
subject was seen fleeing through the other door of the
residence.

At 9:31 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of
petty theft. Upon investigation, a student's backpack
(containing one iPod, three text books and one camera
charger) was taken from the common area of her
residence hall between 10 p.m. on April 3 and 8 a.m.
April 4. Anyone with information regarding this event is
encouraged to contact Public Safety at (619) 260-7777.

Location: UNIVERSITY TERRACE APARTMENTS
At 6:42 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a
theft. Upon investigation, a student's laptop was taken
from his dorm room between 12:45 a.m. and 1:20 a.m.
on March 9. There was no sign of forced entry. Anyone
with information regarding this event is encouraged to
contact Public Safety at (619) 260-7777.

After PLNU rescinds
invite, TBI hosts Fox visit
FOX, continued from Front Page
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currently living in the U.S. The bill died a mere month after it was introduced, as did a similar bill
proposed two months later.
Fox went on to add that any immigration policy needs t® factor in-jobs -and family. According
to Fox, if there are no more jobs, the \J
should close immigration, and those who are allowed to
immigrate should be granted close proximity to their families. "Any immigration legislation needs
these two components," he said.
As with the drug trade, Fox was critical of U.S. action in the immigration process. During his
time in office, Fox explained that he repeatedly asked then president George W. Bush about putting
together an immigration policy. According to Fox, on each occasion Bush would reply, "Manana,
manana, manana."
Still, he believes that Mexico needs to take "total responsibility" for their actions. He spoke
about the symbiotic relationship between the U.S., Mexico and Canada, claiming that good relations
are necessary in order to compete economically and politically with China, Japan and the European
Union.
As an endnote to the press conference, Fox spoke about his non-partisan foundation, which
he described as a think-tank designed to tackle the issue of leadership. He explained that it is
extremely important to learn about leadership and the power it has to provide services for the less
fortunate. According to Fox, the majority of his post-presidency days are dedicated to furthering this
humanitarian cause.
Members of the USD community who attended the press conference and keynote speech
expressed palpable excitement to have such a prestigious and influential figure come to campus. "It
was insightful and fascinating to hear about how Fox hopes U.S .-Mexico relations will progress in
future years," senior Sara Johnson said. "He has a unique stance on the legalization of drugs, saying
it would act as a way to de-legitimize the drug cartels."
In the Mexican presidential elections of2000,Fox, a member of the National Action Party, became
the first opposition party president of Mexico after nearly 71 years of Institutional Revolutionary
Party rule. It was a landmark election that signaled a movement toward more democratic political
processes in Mexico.
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Rafael Crescencio/The Vista

LEFT: Former Mexican President Vicente Fox discusses his controversial position on legalizing marijuana.
RIGHT: Fox steps up to the podium to discuss U.S.-Mexico border relations.
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Chris Homewood shares "keys of excellence"
USD alumnus shared his professional and personal life with USD's Finance Club
By Annie Ferreira
Chris Homewood, an esteemed
businessman and USD alumnus,
shared his unique model for success
with a group of undergraduate
business students at an event hosted
by USD's Finance Club. Homewood
earned a degree in English from USD
and currently serves as the director of
assets protection for Target.
Homewood began by giving a
short personal background, covering
his involvement in college, his family
life and his broad range of work
experience. His presentation related
to the students on both a personal and
business level, outlining eight keys
of excellence, which he described
as the ingredients for a happy and
successful life. Homewood gave a
personal story to go along with each
key, while displaying his passion for
life and enthusiasm for success.
Homewood was exceptionally
interactive
with
the
audience
throughout his speech, engaging them
and frequently asking questions.
The first key of excellence is
to "live in integrity." This means
conducting yourself in a state of
authenticity, sincerity and wholeness.
"This occurs when you integrate
your intentions with your actions,"
Homewood said. He explained that
having clarity about your purpose in
life generates integrity. "Living life in
integrity is about finding what makes
you whole," Homewood said.
The second key, "failure leads
to success," is about application.
Homewood shared failures in his life
both personally and professionally.
He believes that failure is a necessary
ingredient for a successful life
because it is about understanding
how to apply your mistakes.
"When you're succeeding you're
not paying attention to what's really
working," Homewood said. "It's
about acknowledging that if you
fail, get up. It builds resiliency and it
provides you with new opportunities."
He outlined his third key,
"speak with good purpose," by using
employees in leadership positions at
Target as an example.

"Understand that your words
carry weight," Homewood said.
"What you say is based on your
position and who you are and whom
you are with in that context. As you
grow and as you lead, put your words
in the correct context."
Homewood embodied his keys
of excellence, speaking with poise
about his fourth key, "living in the
moment." He cited a study which
found that the more you multitask
the more your IQ drops. He attributes
this to the rise in social media and
advances in technology.
Heavy multitaskers are less
competent at doing things, which
explains how important it is to
remember the value of being in every
moment. "Life is full of moments,"
Homewood said, "and the moments
are what makes it life."
The next two keys, "affirm your
commitment" and "take ownership,"
gave the students a sense of pride and
appreciation for their education.
"Not
everyone
graduates
college," Homewood said. "So follow
your vision without wavering."
He integrated the importance
of family and relationships into his
speech and noted that these are the
things that should provide us with the
most enduring source of happiness.
He told the students to notice
the heroes of the world who lead the
way and find one that is personal to
them. He used a piece of paper as a
metaphor for greatness, explaining
how greatness isn't in the center of
the page, it's in the margins.
"Whenever I have been most
engaged as a parent or a leader is my
time in the margins," Homewood said,
"when you're doing something that's
most important to you."
He also stressed the importance
of staying flexible, his seventh key of
excellence. Homewood has shown his
ability to stay flexible professionally,
with a degree in English and a diverse
resume.
Homewood stressed the idea that
it is not necessary to take one path your
entire life in order to be successful,
using the example of Groupon CEO
Andrew Mason. Mason's degree is
in music. He created a website called
thepoint.com which aimed to raise

funds for various social
causes. This is where
he
developed
the
concept of collective
buying
technology
that was later used for
Groupon.
"The path that
you've chosen may
not be the path you
end up on forever,"
Homewood
said.
"Have a mentality of
flexibility and be able
to be dynamic in life.
Never lose sight of one
thing."
Homewood's
last key, "keep your
balance,"
is
most
important
to
him
because it is about
keeping your mind,
body and spirit in
alignment. Homewood
recognized how easy
it is for work to creep
in and become what
is most important to
us, but he stressed that
there is more to life
than work.
"The little things
will quickly fade,"
Homewood said, "and
it is real easy for this
stuff to be second. You
will have a profound
moment of balance
when you realize there
will be an end to every
career."
H o m e w o o d
concluded his speech
with the importance
of choices in life.
He gave hope to the
students who will soon
enter the professional
Photo Courtesy ofTarget Corporation
world, reassuring them Chris Homewood, director of assets protection forTarget, graduated from USD with a degree in English.
that the world isn't as
bad as it seems and
After Homewood finished
his thought that he gave some very useful
that there are great things happening speech, students were eager to shake advice and insight, and I liked how
every day.
his hand and thank him for his insight. personable he was and how he shared
"The choices that you make will
Kelsie Reidy, a business student substantial, personal stories with the
dictate the type of person that you at USD, shared her reaction to the students. I will definitely remember
are," Homewood said. "So keep the event. "I was surprised by how his eight keys of excellence and try
keys in front of you, because you are friendly and welcoming he was to to incorporate them into my personal
embarking on a wonderful journey."
all of the students," Reidy said. "I and business lives in the future."

Cashing in on the
royal wedding

By Lindsey Weintraub
Despite the fact that the world
economy has been shaky in the last
few years and headlines about financial
suffering have become as routine as the
daily paper itself, people are still eager
to buy junk. When I say junk, I could be
referring to a myriad of useless items that
people get suckered into buying, but at the
moment I'm thinking of all of the comical
novelties related to "the royal wedding."
Exhibit A: a Princess Catherine
engagement doll. Your kid already has
300 Barbies clogging up the closet and 10
decapitated dolls she never looks at. Of
course she needs a new out-of-proportion
doll to degrade her self-esteem and make
her think her boobs will never be big
enough and her waist will never be slim
enough. This doll is couture; it's a limited
edition dressed and accessorized by the
finest seven of Britain's award-winning
designers.
Personally, I would hate to be the
royal wedding couple right now. Their
pictures are literally everywhere. If you
can't get enough of their precious faces
on the Internet, TV or gossip magazines,
feel free to indulge in a variety of other
products that can keep Kate and William
in your sight at all times.
It seems only natural that the British
would think of something as completely
drenched in British culture as tea to
incorporate their love of royal weddings.
One can purchase tea bags, which make
it appear as though Kate and William are
lounging in your teacup. How lovely!
Go all out and purchase the Kate and
William mug, as well. Now if only the
crumpets were wrapped in Kate and
William wrappers. However, we can offer
you a souvenir tea container adorned in
photographs of the smitten couple, with
souvenir teapot or a souvenir biscuit tin.

Honestly, a key chain with a picture
of your son in third grade wearing his
basketball uniform and a toothless grin is
so last year. What's really trendy right now
are key chains with Kate and William's
grins. They've got all of their teeth,
they've made it past braces and their love
life full of smiles and rainbows is a much
better fantasy than the boy whose smile
now represents something less innocent
than bitty basketball. Keep the dream alive
with fridge magnets of the royal couple
and toss those lame sentimental magnets
in the trash. Now you can see the couple's
smiling faces first thing in the morning.
Have Kate and William with you in
the morning and at night before bed. You
can even read your kids a wholesome royal
bedtime story. You can purchase a comic
book titled "Kate and William: A Very
Public Love Story." There is definitely the
possibility of throwing in some lessons
about PDA if the kiddos are old enough.
There is also a Lego model illustrating a
scene in front of Buckingham Palace. The
royal couple, along with guests David and
Victoria Beckham, Elton John and Paul
McCartney, are all present in a stunning
vision of primary colors.
Whether you're lighting birthday
cake candles or lighting up another cig,
Kate and William can help you out!
Souvenir lighters feature the happy couple
and are even wind-proof. Pop a Pez with
one of the commemorative Pez dispensers
featuring Kate or William's head. If you,
too, are experiencing head-over-heels
love, you can share marriage and wedding
advice via the royal wedding iPad app.
There are even condoms in a box to
celebrate the royal wedding.
If love hasn't been in your cards,
drown your sorrows with a bottle of Kiss
Me Kate beer featuring the sappy couple
on the label. You can even get sick in an
airline-style sick bag that says, "throne
up" and "keep this bag handy on April 29,
2011."
If you still haven't gotten your fill of
Kate and William fanfare, you can even
smell like them. The two fragrances, titled
"William" and "Catherine" are supposed
to reflect each of their personalities.
The Brits may be going a bit
overboard, but if the "Royal Wedding"
were going to inject $1 billion into your
sluggish economy, you'd probably be all
over that too.

Photo Courtesy of Hans Hillewaert

One of the ways that Chevrolet is looking to improve their sustainability is through wind energy.

Chevrolet makes plans for
sustainability programs in US
By Andrew Daou
Chevrolet has recently announced
that it will allocate $40 million to
carbon reduction projects throughout
cities in the United States. For every
car bought, the company will invest
in renewable energy, energy efficient
programs and reforestation across
America. The company will begin
investment for the projects now and
expects the benefit to be realized within
a five-year period.
Currently, Chevrolet has an
extensive recycling program for
recycling all business wastes. About
90 percent of the company waste is
recycled within the company.
Now Chevrolet's mission is to
help cancel out its carbon footprint
for the next year by reducing carbon
emissions from production by more
than eight million metric tons.
According to the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency or the amount of
electricity used for one year in 970,000
homes. The company has intentions
to not only enhance corporate image
and improve public opinion, but also
to create a more sustainable planet for
present and future generations.
"In simple terms, we feel it's the

right thing to do," said the company on
its carbon reduction project website.
"This program is an additional way
to make a positive impact on the
environment today and for future
generations. And we are doing this all
in America - in the cities and towns
where we live."
Specifically, Chevrolet will focus
on three projects: energy efficiency
through weatherization and building
retrofits; creating renewable energy
by using solar and wind rather than
coal and oil; and planting trees.
Weatherization refers to the practice
of protecting a building and its interior
from the elements, primarily from
sunlight, precipitation and wind, and
modifying a building to reduce energy
consumption and optimize energy
efficiency. Retrofits will improve
power plant efficiency, increase output
and reduce emissions. Notably, all of
these projects will be put into operation
in the U.S. They also plan to capture
flammable methane from community
landfills, which improves air quality
and is a source of clean energy.
The company has intermediary
nonprofitand professional sustainability
mentors to assist them. The Bonneville
Environmental Foundation will help
them to update their initiatives to go
green. When no projects are chosen,

Chevrolet provides funds for clean
power plans.
The company also intends to help
communities and schools that suffer
financially and lack the resources to
build energy efficient upgrades. "The
plan is to become more energy efficient
at the community level," the company
said. "While our projects are still in the
planning stage, the goal is to have an
impact at the local level."
Chevrolet reassures the public
that it is not taking on these projects
because of government initiative or
marketing sales strategy, but instead
from a voluntary commitment. "This
is about making a positive statement
to our customers," the company said,
"and letting them know that we are
committed to doing the right thing."
The company confirms that they
are not using taxpayers' dollars for the
initiative, reporting General Motors
as profitable again. The funding for
the program is coming from existing
advertising budgets.
It is especially important that
Chevrolet
demonstrates
that
it
will accomplish its five-year
goal
and fulfill the goals set out. The
company's credibility was threatened
by the bailout process, and failing to
accomplish public goals could further
weaken consumer confidence.

THURSDAY, APRIL 14, 2011

THE VISTA

"If you can dream - and not make dreams your master...
- RUDYABD KIPLING
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Wave farms could be an
alternative to nuclear power

Disaster in Japan will affect
domestic and foreign economies

By Nick Dixon

By Sean Leahy

The global political and economic climate
has left the world desperate for alternative energy.
With the destruction of the Fukushima nuclear
power plant, Japan will demand more oil, natural
gas and coal to make up for the lost energy. Due to
pricing pressures, oil is above $ 100 per barrel, and
Californians are paying almost $4 per gallon at the
pump. In addition, Libya will supply less energy.
With the San Onofre nuclear power plant
near San Clemente, the need for alternative
energy sources hits close to home. Wave farms
could present an alternative to nuclear energy.
According to The Los Angeles Times, a proposal
for California's first hydrokinetic wave farm, which
would be located near the San Onofre nuclear
power plant, is currently under consideration.
General Manager of the proposal, Chong
Hun Kim, predicts his design will generate 3,200
megawatts of power to surpass nuclear output.
The project would include up to 11,000 generators
over a two-square-mile underwater habitat. The
generators would be equipped with buckets turning

a turbine as they wheeled with the tide. Since
last fall, JD Products of Fountain Valley has been
studying the plausibility of wave energy with
federal permission.
While the plan appears progressive, local
protestors claim Kim's proposal lacks sufficient
evidence to justify the potentially negative
externalities. Although proximity to San Onofre
and its power grid make the chosen location ideal,
environmentalists are concerned that the wave farm
would disrupt wildlife and swell patterns.
Though the driving force for safe, alternative
energy is imminent, further research may be
necessary before any kind of implementation.
Potential output from the wave generators is
estimated to exceed that of San Onofre, but may
come at the cost of marring a special tract of
California coastline. As developers weigh the
potential pros and cons, the need for alternative
energy is especially strong because of increasing
globalization
and
the
inherent
economic
interdependence.

Japan's recent disaster continues to have
a devastating impact on the world's thirdlargest economy. Damaged factories, destroyed
infrastructure and a leaking nuclear power
plant, which provides the country with a third
of its electricity, have pressured many Japanese
businesses to outsource their operations. Japanese
exporters and insurance companies are likely to
feel the greatest impact.
According to The Wall Street Journal.Renesas
Electronics, a microprocessor manufacturer, has
already outsourced eight percent of its production
to Singapore and plans to outsource as much as 25
percent by 2013. They have reported a 40 percent
loss in market share to their competitors since the
quake crippled Japan on March 11.
According to About.com Guide Kimberly
Amadeo, Nissan Motors, Sony and Toyota plan
to outsource much of their production as well.
Nissan has already committed to moving its auto
manufacturing to countries other than Japan,
who was responsible for 25 percent of Nissan's

total auto production. Top executives at Toyota
told reporters that the company is looking into
closing one or more of its factories until stability
is restored.
Shifting production can be difficult and risky.
Small businesses, which don't have the funds or
resources to move their operations, have been
hurt the most. Many of the closed manufacturing
plants have affected the world's supply of
consumer goods.
Japan's financial markets are withering. With
an unstable economy, investments are riskier, and
foreign investments are falling. Heizo Takenaka,
Japan's former economic minister, has estimated
a five percent loss in capital stock. Officials are
estimating that the total recovery cost will amount
to somewhere between $100 and $225 billion. In
an effort to fund the recovery, Japan may sell
many of its U.S. treasuries, which could lower
the value of the dollar. The timing of the disaster
couldn't be worse, as both Japan and the world
economies are in the midst of a fragile recovery.
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OPINION
Federal budget proposal will help lower deficit
Sarah Jorgensen

Budget cuts, s

in health care coverage are good first steps toward recovery

mm

By Sean Leahy
America is much more than
just a country; it's an idea that is
entrepreneurial in spirit and promotes
freedom and equal opportunity for
all. Unfortunately, the big spending
culture of Washington is on its way
to transforming into a European-style
entitlement state. In doing so, they're
shackling future generations with the
burden of debt, currently $14 trillion
and rising. Our current government is
borrowing about $4 billion per day —
roughly 40 cents on every dollar spent.
It doesn't take a Ph.D. to figure out that
the current system is unsustainable.
Last week's avoided government
shutdown over the 2011 budget
quickly evolved into a showdown as
Republicans and Democrats stepped
into the ring of economic reform,
and in doing so, set the stage for the
2012 election. Representative Paul
Ryan, who heads the House Budget
Committee, offered a very new and
different solution to the current debt
crisis. The proposal, entitled "The Path
to Prosperity," drastically changes the
fiscal role of government by cutting
programs and reforming an old and
outdated tax system.
His proposal will add about $6
trillion less to the budget by 2021
than Obama's proposal, and allegedly
will balance the budget completely by
2040. His list of spending cuts and tax
reforms include the modernization of
Medicaid and Medicare, eliminating
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, repealing
Obamacare, cutting
the federal
work force by 10 percent, freezing
federal work force pay through 2015,
cutting environmental programs by
$14 billion over the next 10 years,
cutting corporate welfare and cutting
transportation spending by $16 billion,
according to The Wall Street Journal.
Among these, the reformation
and modernization of the health care
system has attracted the most debate.
Under Ryan's plan, Medicaid and
Medicare will be operated by the states
rather than the federal government.
Beneficiaries will seek health insurance
and medical coverage through private
government-approved
insurance
agencies, according to the text of the
proposal. States would receive block
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President Barack Obama, pictured here at an event for the Center of American Progress Action Fund, faced a major presidential challenge when Congress' lack of agreement about
the federal budget almost led to a government shutdown last week.

grants from the federal government,
along with the freedom to use these
grants to pay for premiums, according
to The Wall Street Journal. Allowing
states more freedom to run Medicaid
and Medicare will create a more
efficient system. Through privatization,
competition will ensure that costs
remain low and will improve the safety
net for many Americans. His budget
strives to improve welfare programs
for those who need them most, and
eliminating them for those who do not.

The proposal also involves
lowering tax rates for all Americans
and reforming the current tax system
for corporations. By fixing loopholes
in the current system, it will ensure
all corporations pay their fair share.
Furthermore, his plan does more than
just fix our budget's fiscal train wreck,
it helps improve the economy and
increases the gross domestic product.
The proposal stipulates that the plan will
create one million new private sector
jobs by the end of 2012 and roughly

two-and-a-half million private sector
jobs by the decade's end. It projects
unemployment levels to drop to four
percent by 2015 and an additional oneand-a-half trillion dollars will be added
to the GDP over the next decade.
Although much debate over
spending cuts lingers on Capitol Hill,
one thing is clear: no budget can
sustain itself by spending more than it
receives, and no government can tax its
way out of a debt crisis and expect to
spur economic growth. Our expanding

government has taken a moral, social
and economic toll on the country
and its people. It is essential that we
address this debt crisis to ensure that
future generations will be left with
the same opportunities we were given.
Ryan has taken the first step in stirring
a long, Overdue debate centered on the
fiscal irresponsibility of Washington.
His approach stresses a smaller but
more effective government — one that
empowers the people rather than the
bureaucrats in Washington.

Behind the FBI's Farmers should win over food giant
velvet curtain Politics of growing food more than America can stomach
By Bianca Bruno

By Sarah Jorgensen
Did you know that you, as a regular
American citizen or resident, can access
the FBI's vault? With a valid Internet
connection, you too can access old
FBI files about a plethora of intriguing
topics.
Last weekend, a friend and I were
doing some mindless Internet browsing
together when he came across the
website vault.fbi.gov. We were pretty
shocked at the information we found the type of information and suspicious
government inner workings that created
historical, as well as pop culture, myths.
Though in some files there is a lot of
blacked out information, it felt pretty
cool to play detective for a while.
Our first search of the vault was for
our favorite counter-culture musicians.
The Grateful Dead's file
includes
mentions of the Black Panther party and
Woodstock. Lead singer and guitarist
Jerry Garcia's personal file includes
an interview about a certain drug he
took that made him feel "pacifist in
spirit," and Janis Joplin's file includes a
paragraph that details how a concert of
hers in Chicago almost turned violent.
The Doors' file includes a letter in
which an album of theirs is called "a
vulgar thing" by a U.S. senator. The
Beatles' extensive set of documents
includes information about Lennon's
controversial nude portrait with Yoko
Ono.
But upon even further searching,
more important historical figures' files
began to arise. Walter Elias Disney's
file details the beginnings of his
company and his desire to work with
the FBI; a quote reads, "The Bureau has
considered very carefully...Walt Disney
and his desire to include the FBI in his
Disneyland Amusement Park and also a

television series over the Mickey Mouse
Club of the American Broadcasting
company." His request was denied.
President John F. Kennedy's 180page file details multiple leads and
threats to kidnap him. Adolf Hitler's
file discusses a mission involving
submarines off the coast of Argentina.
A particularly intriguing file regards
"a flying disc recovered near Roswell,
New Mexico" that "resembles a highaltitude weather balloon." Malcolm X,
the Bloods and Crips gangs and even
Anna Nicole Smith have their own files
that can be viewed. I highly recommend
Christopher "Biggie Smalls" Wallace's
fascinating file if you are interested in
getting the real facts about a crazy event.
All of these files are available to
the American public because of the
Freedom of Information Act. This
allows anyone to request information
from the government about any topic,
as long as it will not endanger the U.S.
or its citizens. Though some of the facts
from these older, censored documents
have been disputed in the time that has
passed since they were written, these
documents give the ordinary citizen a
peek at the inner workings behind the
FBI's velvet curtain.
It is easy to critique our government
for not being transparent enough, but
after reading some of these documents,
I can better understand the problem.
Had some of this information come out
too early, the U.S. could have slipped
into chaos, even though some of the
information has been proven false. A
wise international relations professor
always told my class to remember that
the government is comprised of real
people too - these files demonstrate
that even the government has to make
guesses when not all information about
a situation is known.
In light of all the recent rebellions
in the Middle East over the lack of
free speech, I am truly grateful for the
fact that our government is willing to
release this information to the public.
Even if these events are years behind
us, it is good to receive clarification of
assumptions, doubts and rumors of the
past. I encourage any curious citizen to
check out vault.fbi.gov. Who knows,
you may learn something new about
Biggie's murder.

The politics of America's food
system have shifted gears from
being conducive to the unhealthy
practices of big, national corporations
to a system that supports the local
farmer and the health of the average
American citizen. However, the
legislation our government currently
uses to regulate the food industry has
failed to play catch-up. Small farmers
have been terrorized by patent laws
that favor big producers, enabling
those in power to control even larger
portions of an already monopolized
market.
Recently, the ball game has
changed. The Organic Seed Growers
and Trade Association et al. v.
Monsanto was filed on behalf of 12
seed businesses, 26 farms and farmers
and 22 agricultural associations in
response to the corporate giant's
genetically modified seed patents.
This landmark case only further
solidifies the changing direction
America's food policy is going in, and
it is making strides not only for small
farmers and seed companies, but for
consumer freedom as well.
According
to
FastCompany.
com, Monsanto's patented genes are
in 95 percent of all soybeans and
80 percent of all corn grown in the
U.S. In accordance with these patent
laws, Monsanto has successfully
sued hundreds of small farmers for
upwards of $15 million in patentviolation cases. In many instances,
farmers were sued because the pollen
from Monsanto-patented plants blew
over from a neighboring farm and
pollinated their non-patented crops.
This ridiculous loophole has allowed
Monsanto to crush any potential
competition and has served as a scare
tactic to ensure that farmers choose to
grow their patented seeds rather than
choosing open-pollinated seeds.
What this means for the American
consumer is that a single company
has been able to monopolize the two
biggest subsidized cash crops the
U.S. produces - corn and soybeans.
Rather than allowing for a free market
that supports small farmers and seed
companies, the government has
sided with corporate giants, while

Lauren Millslagle /The Vista

Americans have strongly voiced their
dissent with this sort of policy.
This food policy has also limited
consumer choices in terms of what
is available for purchase and who
consumers are able to purchase from.
With the organic and local eating
movement in full force, Americans
have made it clear that they want to
know not only where their food is
grown, but also who grew it.
This emphasis on "shaking
the hand that feeds you" is a direct
response to the sort of out of control
food policy the U.S. government
has had since the early 20th century.
Americans have realized that the
government has not been on our side
in terms of creating a food culture and
environment that is conducive to good
health. Instead, our government has
historically supported companies that
produce huge quantities of unhealthy
food
through
environmentally
degrading practices. Now that small
farmers and seed companies have

rallied together, true policy change
seems to be on the horizon.
More than anything, this case is a
step in the right direction for not only
small family farms and seed producers,
but also for American consumers.
The "eating local" movement has
been a completely grass roots,
community-supported movement that
has truly changed the way America
eats for the better. It is vital that our
government recognizes their fault in
allowing companies like Monsanto
to monopolize our food system when
their only concern is how much
money they can make rather than how
they can produce sustainably grown,
healthy food. In order for Americans
to truly curb the obesity and diabetes
epidemics, we need our politicians
on our side, fighting for our health.
By voting in favor of the Organic
Seed Growers and Trade Association,
our government can reaffirm their
commitment to the American citizen
rather than the giant corporation.
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Planned Parenthood a beneficial resource
Government should encourage proper health care, not deny it
By Brent Tuttle
Class of 2010
In what appears to be another
taxpayer-funded
melodrama,
the
platoon of political perverts making up
the United States government avoided a
near financial shutdown Friday evening.
Had this shutdown gone forward, the
effects could have been wide reaching,
affecting everything from national
parks to the U.S. Armed Force's payroll.
However, as anyone with half-a-brain
might have suspected, an "agreement"
was met as the shot clock narrowly
approached zero. Lucky us.
And while the White House
and House Republicans did manage
to cut $38.5 billion in domestic and
foreign aide appropriations, the federal
government still accrued $54.1 billion
of debt during the eight days preceding
the deal that President Barack Obama
and Speaker of the House John Boehner
finally struck. This perhaps proves that
American politics are an utter crime
against those who fund them and that
they should be regarded with as little
respect as humanly possible.
Even worse, however, is that
one . of the key issues that appeared to
be tightening the noose around our
government's operations was the $300
million allotted annually by the federal
government to help fund Planned
Parenthood.

Planned Parenthood is "the nation's
leading sexual and reproductive health
care provider and advocate "'according
to the organization's website. The
services they provide are crucial to
women young and old, and men as well.
Basic health care such as breast exams,
cervical cancer screening, family
planning, HIV testing and vaccines for
sexually transmitted diseases are just a
few of the services administered by this
organization.
Passionate
religious
fundamentalists masked by the burqua of the Republican party have quite
an issue with Planned Parenthood.
Indiana's 6th district Representative,
Mike Pence, proposed an amendment
to the House that would defund the
organization, and an inhumane pack
of Republican lawmakers actually
applauded when the amendment hit
218 votes on the floor. What kind
of apocalyptic thugs celebrate when
people lose health care?
Arizona
Senator
Jon
Kyi
insisted that "well over 90 percent"
of the services provided by Planned
Parenthood were abortions. Mind
you now, some Planned Parenthood
clinics do perform abortions, but this
procedure accounts for only 3 percent
of total services rendered to patients,
according to their website. Kyi's office
later retracted the his outlandish sputter,
saying, "his remark was not intended to
be a factual statement." Why would it

be?
As
stated
above,
Planned
Parenthood is slated to receive about
$300 million federally funded dollars
in 2011, or divided up, a little under $1
million a day. The first 17 days of our
little "coalition effort" in the chaotic
country of Libya has cost the U.S.
$608 million thus far (not including
the salaries of the Armed Forces), and
is single-handedly costing the U.S. Air
Force $4 million a day. So, it appears
that House Republicans have serious
qualms with providing $300 million
a year to cover basic health care for
citizens, but have little beef against
spending well over double that figure in
less than a month on a mission which
has little to no real relevance to the well
being of the U.S.
More food for thought arises with
this argument. In theory, when an
economically crippled young woman,
or family for that matter, is denied basic
reproductive health care services or
family planning, that woman, family
or unwanted child may very well end
up qualifying for government social
services such as welfare, ultimately
still utterly offending the Republican
Party's ideals. And the welfare state
is abused and pathetic in some cases,
but the Republican stance on funding
birth control services paired with their
views on welfare seems to be a classic
catch-22.
By invoking their prehistoric

biblical visions of civilization, House
Republicans are actively ignoring
the needs of the society which they
supposedly serve (society and lobbyists
are synonyms in the new millennium).
Furthermore, their sense of a staunch
separation of church and state should
roll over into policy-making. Our
government's policies should not mirror
the Brigham Young University's honor
code for athletes. Balancing a budget
should not invoke a war of ideals, but
sadly it appears the fight against radical
religious fundamentalism has hit home
within our own Congress.
The icing on the cake throughout
this whole fiasco is that Congress,
the morally bankrupt collection of
mongoloids they are, would have still
gotten paid during the government
shutdown despite their inability to
complete virtually anything. In any
other work setting, individuals are
judged based on their productivity and
results produced for their employer - in
this case, we the people, or the taxpayer.
Somehow, the U.S. Congress considers
itself exempt from these standards and
continues to suck on an infinite number
of levels.
People will continue to support
their political parties and stand behind
their chosen candidates, but Vietnam
Veteran Walter Sobchak described
American politics best when he uttered,
"Okay, dude. Have it your way. But
they're amateurs."

«
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A hole appeared in the fuselage of a Southwest 737 during a flight on April I.The FAA demanded an inspection of all Boeing 737s throughout the country.

Southwest disaster should lead to safer planes
By Dillon Jacobsen
Experience with airplanes is
a commonality that most college
students share. Whether going to
a different part of the country for
various breaks or taking a journey
across the world for international
studies, a student usually has to fly.
Most flights
land without a
problem at all. Last week, though,
passengers on a Southwest Airlines
flight from Phoenix, Ariz., to
Sacramento,
Calif.,
encountered
a problem at 34,400 feet. A hole
suddenly appeared on the side of the
plane, allowing the blue sky to be
visible to passengers. Luckily, the
pilots and flight crew acted quickly
and completed a safe landing without
any injuries. Of course, this event
brought the question of airplane safety
back to the front of the news.

Consequently,
the
Federal deserve praise. Boeing, the company
Aviation Administration mandated that makes the 737 models that
inspections of all older 737s. Southwest and many other airlines
Southwest has grounded 44 planes so use, has also reacted positively.
It's hard to place blame for this
that they can be examined. According
to Time Magazine, two planes were accident solely on one company
found with similar cracks in the because both play such an integral
role in the safety of flying, and the
fuselage and will be repaired.
Boeing admitted that its older safety record of both companies is,
737 jets were subject to metal fatigue generally speaking, impressive.
There is an exception to Boeing's
much earlier than initially expected,
according to The New York Times. record, though. In 1988, an Aloha
Boeing estimated that only after Airlines Boeing 737 airplane lost
60,000 flight cycles would a plane part of its roof. Numerous passengers
need to be examined, but the plane were hurt and a flight attendant was
in question didn't even have 40,000 even sucked out of the plane to
cycles. It unfortunately took an face a gruesome death. After this
emergency landing to realize the < horrific accident, Boeing completely
calculation error by Boeing, but the redesigned their planes and enhanced
actions being taken now will have the safety features. Most models
today are completely safe, an effect of
long term benefits.
Southwest Airlines has been the aftermath.
It is important to emphasize that
extremely cooperative in the aftermath
of this incident, and for that they events like this are extremely rare.

According to the FAA's Aviation
Safety Statistical Handbook, big
airliners have a fatal crash rate of 0.34
per million flight hours. For cars, this
statistic is around 1.7,deaths. The fact
is that commercial airfare is safe and
accidents like Southwest's are a rarity
that will, ideally, enhance the safety
for future passengers.
Consumers can rest assured
that the same will be true after this
incident. Luckily, this accident was
not as severe as some have been
in the past. The safety changes on
Boeing's end and the operational and
maintenance changes on Southwest's
side will result in safer traveling.
It's unnecessary for air travelers to
be afraid because of a situation like
this. Both companies have reacted
in a mature way, which foreshadows
the inevitable safety changes and
positive growth that will come after
this incident.

Trump's latest "birther" venture totally useless
Constitution protects
By Sarah Jorgensen
Are we seriously talking about
President Barack Obama's birth
certificate again?
Tentative presidential hopeful
Donald Trump recently spoke out
regarding our president's citizenship.
This is an issue that every so often has
flared up during the past three years of
Obama's tenure as the commander-inchief, but apparently this time there is
real proof, and Trump has it. Perhaps
it's as real as that comb over on his
head.
Trump wrote in a recent letter to
the editor of The New York Times,
"For some reason, the press protects
President Obama beyond anything or
anyone I have ever seen. What they
don't realize is that if he was not born
in the United States, they would have

presidency even
Obama
if he's were not born in U.S.

uncovered the greatest scam in the
history of our country." Sorry, Mr.
Trump. I'll be joining the "protective
press" today.
For those of you who do not know,
there are a few simple requirements
stipulated in the Constitution that
each president must meet. Article 2,
Section 1 of the Constitution reads,
"No person except a natural born
Citizen, or a Citizen of the United
States, at the time of the Adoption of
this Constitution, shall be eligible to
the Office of President; neither shall
any Person be eligible to that Office
who shall not have attained to the
Age of thirty-five Years, and been
fourteen Years a Resident within the
United States." Trump, and other
conservative "birthers," believe that
Obama has failed to meet the first
of the few requirements to become
president.

A natural born citizen is later
defined at length in Section 301 of
the Immigration and Nationality Act,
but the first definition is of "a person
born in the United States, and subject
to jurisdiction thereof." Fair enough,
Trump. However, perhaps he failed
to read the seven other possibilities
within the law that deem a person as
a natural born citizen, for instance, "a
person born outside the geographical
limits of the United States and its
outlying possessions of parents one
of whom is an alien, and the other
a citizen of the United States who,
prior to the birth of such person, was
physically present in the United States
or its outlying possessions for a period
or periods totaling not less than five
years, at least two of which were after
attaining the age of fourteen years."
We know that Obama lived
abroad in Indonesia for a fair part of

his childhood, but even if he was born
there or in Kenya, Obama's mother, S.
Ann Soetoro, is a natural born citizen
from the Midwest. Under the portion
of the law above, Obama would still
be a natural bom citizen.
However, I shouldn't have
needed to take the time to prove that
this is possible, because multiple
eyewitnesses, official documents,
newspaper articles and even the
director of Hawaii's Department of
Health support the fact that Obama was
bom in Honolulu, Hawaii. Trump's
facts seem to be based on unreliable
sources, like Obama's grandmother
pointing at a certain hospital Let's
not kid ourselves, Trump. If I decided,
after a lengthy and unsuccessful tenure
as a businesswoman, that I would run
for president, I would probably cook
up some pretty crazy stories about my
opponents, too.
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Dressing
well key to
respect in
workplace
By Bernadette Smith
The blog-wannabe empire, On
& True, has taken sardonic fashion
statements to the next level with their
recent creation of the mock clothing
line "Mark by Mark Zuckerberg."
Inspired by the wildly successful line
of affordable designs produced by Marc
Jacobs, known as Marc by Marc Jacobs,
the On & True version offers exactly
seven items: navy bathrobe, plain white
socks, elastic jeans, Adidas flip-flops, a
"sweet tie," T-shirts and the "Goldman
sack." Below each item is a sarcasmladen description of why the item is an
absolute essential for a CEO and young
billionaire, as if there is a burgeoning
market of 26-year-old billionaire
consumers to tap into.
While Mark by Mark Zuckerberg
is certainly a humorous comment on
young entrepreneurs' fashion apathy,
it is also a symptom of a larger
problem related to professionalism and
appropriate standards in the workplace.
Sure, a laissez-faire, let-the-chips-fallwhere-they-may type like Zuckerberg
is not ever going to reach the legendary
status of male style icons like Cary
Grant or David Beckham, but at some
point, all young executives must grow
up and learn to maintain at least a small
modicum of professional decorum in the
workplace.
Dressing professionally is not
about having the latest trends or about
conforming to everyone else, it's about
your appearance demonstrate that you
respect yourself and that you respect
others. Putting time and energy into
grooming habits and clothing choices
shows that you respect yourself enough
to invest in how you come off to others,
much in the same way as polishing a
resume or laminating a portfolio does.
"Dressing professionally at work
shows that you understand the culture
of the office, that you are a member of
the team, and that .you can represent the
company to clients," said USD Career
Services counselor Emily Baxt. "If you
don't dress appropriately, you might 8e
seen as immature or as not taking the job
seriously, and it can even keep you from
getting a promotion."
In an interview with The New
York Times, professor at the Fashion
Institute of Technology Mark-Evan
Blackman said that "slackerdom" has
become a viable trend among young
entrepreneurs to the extent that there
is a "shared vocabulary of stylistic
affectations." Exhibit A: the descriptive
portion of Mark by Mark Zuckerberg's
bathrobe item claims that the best way
to "communicate corporate prestige in a
21st century world" is to go with "the
trump card of casual business wear,"
i.e. the bathrobe. How exactly does
dressing down represent the values,
drive and success of 21st century
young entrepreneurs? If we are talking
about business of the future, clothing
should represent new and innovative
functions as well. Regressing to sloppy
hangover wear is hardly representative
of the power and prestige that current
and future businessmen would want to
portray.
Professional wear is also an
opportunity to showcase personal
expression and the parts of your
appearance you are most proud of. This
type of personal expression is lost on
dress codes that mandate slippers and
sweatpants.
According to The Times, the trend
toward dressing down "bespeaks to a
more fundamental American attitude,"
which Blackman said is the idea that
Americans don't have to work hard
to prove success if they already are
successful. Yet, doesn't this supposed
attitude perpetuate the stereotype that
Americans are fat, dumb and lazy?
The Times points to Erica
Zidel's online entrepreneur project,
SittingAround.com. Zidel attended
Harvard near the same time as
Zuckerberg, and her outfit attitude sports
a similar anthem to Facebook's offices.
Zidel told The Times that she recently
won a start-up capital investment
competition wearing jeans, while all of
her other competitors wore suits. "Not
only did the audience look past my
outfit, I actually think it helped convey
the confidence I had in my company,"
Zidel said.
"Casual Friday" dress may be
appropriate for a company like Zidel's,
which is a babysitting co-op that
organizes child-sitting services among
groups of parents, but jeans at an
investment meeting is hardly acceptable.
I do not know what factors went into
the judges' decision, but I am sure that
wearing jeans was not a feature.
The lesson to be learned from
top-exec Zuckerberg types is that
innovative technologies can be highly
lucrative, but the level of corresponding
professionalism needs to be reflected in
appearance, attitude and attire.

THE VISTA | THURSDAY, APRIL 14, 2011

8

OPINION

A far more legitimate venture
San Diego s newest marijuana proposal benefits dispensaries
By Sarah Jorgensen
San Diego's city council is
cracking its whip at just the right
moment.
The San Diego City Council
plans to vote on new medical
marijuana limitations in the coming
weeks that will lead to the shutdown
of 165 dispensaries over the next nine
months, according to The San Diego
Union-Tribune. San Diego, the 43rd
city to consider such regulations, has
displayed a relatively strict stance
on medical marijuana in the past and
has debated these new changes for
two-and-a-half years. Their intention
is to protect legitimate dispensaries
from raid and their owners from arrest
while simultaneously controlling a
growing industry in California. The
regulations, though largely positive,
do prompt some questions about just
how much control the city will have
over the dispensaries.
The best components of these
new rules concern who can open
and operate a medical marijuana
dispensary in San Diego. Before the
new laws, almost anyone could open
a collective just about anywhere they
wanted. Now, registered felons cannot
open or operate a collective, and
even those without a criminal record
will be fingerprinted by the city for
record-keeping. These are both great

restrictions that will help put the
medical marijuana industry, founded
on the principle of compassionate
service, back in responsible hands and
away from gangs and others hoping
to take advantage of a well-meaning
system. To further aid this problem,
the law also stipulates that a security
guard must be present at all times in
front of the dispensaries to ensure a
safe environment.
The dispensaries must also have
a valid city permit. This is a great
change, since, according to The
U-T, 16 dispensaries in San Diego
County were operating illegally and
were recently shut down. Similarly,
collectives must now adhere to a
relatively regular set of operating
hours: 7 a.m. to 9 p.m., seven days
a week. Rules like these are very
positive and will allow collectives to
operate like any other business, since
they will now be able to avoid the
"sketchy" stereotype that has plagued
dispensaries for the past few years.
Among the fairer aspects of
the new rules are the new mandates
on location. According to The U-T,
collectives must now be located more
than 600 feet from each other and from
schools, playgrounds, youth facilities,
churches and other community
landmarks. I can
completely
understand the effort to keep the
dispensaries relatively inaccessible
to children, since at a young age, it

is easy to misinterpret the intentions
behind the dispensaries.
I am also troubled by the fact
that dispensaries will only be allowed
in certain commercial districts of
the city. How does the city plan to
designate which areas will be allowed
to have dispensaries? I understand the
pressure to remove the dispensaries
from residential neighborhoods, but
I hope that this form of medicine,
which so many people depend on,
will remain accessible in most areas
of the city. Could you imagine having
to drive across San Diego to get your
prescribed medication?
Though many medical marijuana
advocates have been protesting
this set of rules, I believe that they
will help medical marijuana shed
the illegitimate image many San
Diego residents have and will help
move medical marijuana further
into mainstream society. With more
stringent government oversight, it
will be easy to weed out those who
are simply trying to take advantage
of the system for the sake of money.
The city should tread carefully when
selecting the areas within San Diego
that will be able to have dispensaries
to ensure that those who truly need
access to medical marijuana will be
able to get it. After all, we should all
remember the law's true intention:
to help patients who have few other
options for relief.

Kelsey Perry /TheVista
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channeke@usdvistaxom with the subject line "Letter to the Editor."
Submissions must be limited to 300 words and include verifiable
contact information. Letter content will not be edited for clarity, style or
grammar in order to preserve its authenticity.

The Vista does not publish anonymous letters,
those addressed to a third party or letters in poor taste.
We look forward to hearing from you.

Letters to the Editor

How entertaining... a Cults Carnival on a Catholic university campus! As a
member of the Greater San Diego community who enjoys participating in events at
the USD campus, and a former employee of the university, I was saddened to read
that "a carnival of cultish-proportions" was being sponsored by a professor of the
Theology and Religious Studies Department.
Dabbling in the occult by inviting everyone on campus to participate in playing
games involving Wicca and tarot card readings is a sure way to open the door wide
for the Evil One. Familiarizing students with cults and sects in the U.S. as part of
their course requirements should not include hands-on experimentations.
Look closely at what's happening in our culture. St. Peter said, "Be alert, be
on watch! Your enemy, the Devil, roams around like a roaring lion, looking for
someone to devour. Be firm in your faith and resist him ..." I pray there will be strong
resistance, and that Satan will not have the last laugh at the Cults Carnival and on
the USD campus.
- Sera M. Schmitt
In the realm of sports there is only one stead-fast rule; just win baby. In reality
it doesn't matter how the team does it. Drugs, adultery, even steroids don't really
matter as long as the team is winning.
Point shaving violates the sanctity of sports on every fundamental level. It is
a plague that will infect every USD fan for years, perhaps longer. No longer can a
USD student watch their Toreros battle without that trace of doubt creeping in to
their thoughts every time there is a particularly poor play. While it may not be fair
to the other teams on campus or to the new basketball team, it is now a reality we
must all deal with.
I shudder to imagine the implications of this heinous act. We can say goodbye
to the best recruits in the near future. Goodbye to coaches. Goodbye to scholarships.
Goodbye to the WCC Championship and win over UCONN in 2007. That's all gone
now. USD with most assuredly wash its hands of the entire era.
There is really no way to understate the abomination that this alleged act truly is.
This reaches far beyond the men's basketball team, beyond the USD sports program.
This is a stain on the entire university. Think about the fact that actual FBI agents
were slinking around the campus for over a year. This is a very big deal. The Torero
name is permanently tainted. In ten years when you mention to a new acquaintance
that you graduated from this school don't be surprised if the first thing they mention
is this public disgrace.
And the worst part? I felt some twisted sense of pride that USD made the front
page of ESPN. We can all kiss our chances of relishing another nationally recognized
season goodbye. I guess scandal is the only way USD can get on ESPN anymore.
- Morgan Payne, Class of 2011, Director of Finance for The Vista
Last week there was an opinion piece produced by a self absorbed sir who insists
that USD does not adequately recognize minority groups in the Greek community.
In his apparent cry of injustice, this man claimed that the school was mainly
populated by "white students". While he acknowledged the University for recently
approving the Sigma Theta Psi Multicultural Sorority, he stated that there was a dire
need for Black and Latino/a Greek organizations so that students may "celebrate
and affirm their unique cultures as opposed to to being under the umbrella of
multicultural non-whites."
But lodged in his complaint, the author ignorantly files the majority of USD's
students under the umbrella of being "white". Failing to recognize the diverse
backgrounds of Caucasians is just as detrimental as failing to recognize other racial
groups. For the sake of my dear sister who is a current member of USD's Greek
society, I would ask that the University put down their blanket of racial stereotypes
and recognize every student for what they are.
In doing so, my sister will seek aid and counsel in forming a string of German,
Spanish, French, and English Greek institutions so that her (and my) heritage can
properly be identified on campus. Also, let us not forget other student backgrounds
on campus. For example; our oil baring brothers to the East. Do the Kuwaitis and
Saudis not deserve recognition within USD's Greek life? Why neglect students from
Asia and other parts of the far East as well? I believe it was the philosophical group
Metallica that once said, "...And justice for all."
If this trail of diversity is sparked, I truly believe that USD can create a wildfire
of global recognition within their prominent Greek community. Best of luck..
- Brent Tuttle, Class of 2010
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Campus climate threatened by lack of open establishments
there is no food option on the west end of campus on weekends."
USD is a wonderful and beautiful place to go to college, and most of us don't have much
Opinion Editor Sarah Jorgensen noted that these hours deter students from remaining on
to complain about. But we at The Vista are here to bring you to your senses and tell you that
campus. "When so few dining facilities on campus are open during lunchtime on the weekend,
USD does not keep its word about certain things. We are going to make you aware of these
it's really easy to feel inclined to go off campus," she said. "If more places were open on
contradictions so you can hold USD accountable for its everyday operations, which may be
the
weekends, perhaps more people would stay on campus. That would certainly help build a
influenced by the strained university budget.
stronger USD community."
The result of the monetary problems that irks us the most here at The Vista is USD's
In response to an e-mail sent by Wilson in Nov. 2010, Charles Ramos, manager of Tu
closing policies throughout campus, especially at Tu Mercado. We have spent many late nights
Mercado
and Missions Cafe, explained that the hours changed because of a lack of student
(that turn into early mornings) editing The Vista, and we expect Tu Mercado to be open until
activity during the later hours of the night.
its reported closing time. They are supposed to close at 10 p.m.,
Tu Mercado and Missions Cafe are not the only places on
which means to us that the entire store, including the sandwiches
44 We are going to make you aware campus
that give students false hope of either closing or opening at
and coffee, would still be available until 10 p.m. But no, this is not
a
different
time than indicated. "The Torero Store is supposed to stay
of
these
contradictions
so
you
can
the case. The staff at Tu Mercado starts closing the sandwich and
open
until
7
p.m., but the last time I went down there at 6:42 p.m.,
coffee area at about 9:15 p.m. every night, without any notification hold USD accountable for its
it
was
closed,"
Wilson said. "The apparel section was open, but the
to the student body. If they were to put an asterisk by the closing
everyday operations.
59 book section was closed. There is nowhere on the stated hours that
time and say "the sandwiches and coffee will not be available
says the Torero Store will close before 7 p.m."
after 9:15 p.m.," that would be a different case. But they provide
A
source
who
wishes
to remain anonyomous has some knowledge of the Torero Store's
no notification, essentially giving false hope to those students who travel to Tu Mercado at 9:50
current
situation.
According
to the source, the store has been closing early due to budget cuts
p.m. for a sandwich or a cup of coffee.
"Tu Mercado's early closing procedures really annoy The Vista staff," Sports Editor Tyler and a slow customer base. This has also affected the employees who work there, as many of
them have had their hours cut significantly in the past month.
Wilson said. "We have sent e-mails about this to the manager and have argued with the staff,
From our observations as students, it seems that at the root of these issues is a lack of
but nothing seems to change."
revenue
to adequetely cover operations. Perhaps the opening of the Student Life Pavilion has
Not only are places on campus closing earlier than stated, but they are changing their hours
contributed to draining the school's assets - a new, large multi-purpose building would be a vast
altogether. Missions Cafe in the Valley housing area has been closing earlier and earlier every
undertaking for any school of our size. The school may consider trimming costs from other
semester since the fall of 2008. During the 2008-2009 school year, Missions Cafe was open
areas
of the university, like landscaping or the excessive number of flat-screen televisions that
every night until 1 a.m., but now they close at 9 p.m. on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, and
only
display
pictures or advertisements.
at 11 p.m. Mondays through Thursdays.
Operating hours for on-campus dining contribute to an important aspect of the collegiate
The La Paloma hours have changed as well. "I'm sad that they closed Paloma on the
weekends," News Editor Bernadette Smith said. "For a growing university, it would seem to experience - for instance, access to late night snacks during study marathons would contribute
me that it would make sense to gradually open more food destinations, as opposed to lessening to the overall atmosphere that the SLP was constructed to foster. Until then, we must make due
with the current contradictions apparent on our campus.
the amount of hours that they are open. Paloma was open on weekends last semester, and now

The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body.
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"Rose in the brain! This is the flower of the world.
- AT 1 FA GINSBERG
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THE SARTORIALUSD
Sartoiiali$in(n.)
/sar-TOR-ee-uh-liz-uhm/
1. an interest in matters of or relating to
tailoring of clothing
A sartorialist, by assumption, is one with fashionable
inclinations. He or she lives on the cutting edge of trendy,
thrives in the hotbed of contemporary and punctuates
wardrobes with eye-catching accessories. The Sartorialist
is a fashion blog dedicated to closely following upcoming
and borderline avant-garde fashion trends in such cities
as Milan, New York and Paris. With the site selected as
one of Time Magazine's Top 100 Design Influences, The
Sartorialist portrays men and women on the street in their
natural and unposed forms, whether checking their phone
on the corner or waiting for the bus. The Vista has chosen
to feature our campus' "sartorialists." With a camera and
an eye for fashion, we set out to find and highlight the chic
looks that make you do a double take.

On a nice spring day, colors pop over black
shoes and black tights.

Throwing a crochet top over a slim dress is a
testament to working with layers.

Mark dons his Alcala Club uniform and accessorizes with a
messenger bag and an umbrella to match his tie.

Riding to school on a bike is both
eco-friendly and fashionable.
Jacob plays up a tailored outfit with brown leather shoes.

These bejeweled flats from Nordstrom will
make any outfit shine.

Javier, Martin and David are business chic after
the Career Fair.
The red accents in these three outfits make the wearers noticeable in a good way.

Kelly wears a skirt from Anthropologie and wraps an
Urban Outfitters sweater with a chunky belt.

Kaelen McCrane, a senior at USD, began a clothing line with a friend in December 2009. The Vista
asked him about his experiences being an entrepreneur in the fashion industry.

Black and white never go out of fashion.

Neutral colors are used perfectly in both the outfit and the accessories.

I «

The Vista: Tell us about the history of The West Is Dead clothing brand.
Kaelen McCrane: It started a few years ago, working in a northern Montana outfitting company, where
Will Cheng and I realized our shared passion for the wild west and the nation's natural resources. We
came up with the concept with a central theme of being "Made in the U.S.A." For inspiration, we went to
vintage warehouses and sifted through '20s and '30s fashion, looking at the pocket-stitch detail closely.
Last summer, Will and I took a road trip across the U.S., dropping into retail locations along the way and
talking to buyers. We started working on the men's line last fall.
V: What are the downsides of working in fashion?
KM: Borrowing from banks is a huge issue. We have had to borrow from family and friends mostly. Also,
A page from The West Is Dead lookbook.
from a unique perspective, getting into the market. We [Will and I] are like two little minnows tossed into
Los Angeles, at risk of getting devoured by the many other clothing companies up there.
V: What are the upsides of working in fashion?
KM: I have always had a passion for clothing, and it's been an incredible experience interacting with everyone in the industry. Being this close to the process has been great.
I go to Los Angeles three times a week and see the wash houses, patternmakers and other parts of the process. Will and I felt strongly about having everything made in the
U.S., so we are glad to see that manifested through our clothing.
V: What clothing do you have right now?
KM: We have T-shirts, henleys, jackets, denim, hats and other items in 44 different color hues. They are all available to purchase online at TheWestisDead.com and retail
outlets May 1.
V: What advice do you have for other entrepreneurs who plan on entering the fashion industry?
KM: The number one piece of advice I have would be to do it. It is incredible how accessible it all is.
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"Angles" is the latest album fromThe Strokes, a band that has not released a record in over five years.The album was worth the wait and fans appreciate the work the band has put into an album that might be their best.

Long-anticipated album well worth the wait
By Phil Morelli
It's been a long five years for fans
of the revolutionary rock group, The
Strokes, but the wait has finally ended
with the recent release of their latest
album, "Angles." Two hard-fought
years have been spent creating the
latest record by the band that Rolling
Stone magazine called "the cannonball
that inaugurated the modern-garage
era." "Angles," the band's fourth
major studio album, is the result of
a turbulent foundation. Guitarist Nick
Valensi commented on this in a recent
Rolling Stone interview.
"This band is , like a. house of
cards," Valensi said. "When one thing
falls, the whole thing collapses, it's
just typical rock band bullshit - the

cliches that keep a group of people
who have something special from
wanting to continue it."
After touring circa 2006, The
Strokes went on hiatus, paving the
way for several individual side
projects from members of the band
shortly after.
In 2009, the band reconvened
to create 18 live demos. Before
long, The Strokes took those demos
to Avatar studios, in New York for
final recording under the guidance of
producer Joe Chiccarelli. However,
by the end of recording, the band
felt they had over-constructed many
of the songs. Disgusted with their
final results, the band stripped 17
of the demos from the album - only
"Life is Simple in the Moonlight"
survived to make the final cut. The
band then headed back to guitarist

Albert Hammond Jr.'s home Studio
and began recreating "Angles" from
scratch.
As
the
album
began
to
materialize, it became apparent to the
band that it was unlike any other they
had created before. "The vision was
everyone's," Hammond Jr. said. "We
all contributed ideas - this is the first
[album] where we are truly working
democratically. It's taken a long time
because this is a new model for us."
The new inclusive nature of the
band led them to the title "Angles,"
representing the different perspectives
present in their new , work. "It's
what the record sounds like," added
Hammond Jr. "It comes from five
different people."
"Angles" is filled with alternative
rock gold. Many rock enthusiasts have
it as The Strokes' best record since

their first, and a potential heavyweight
contender for a Grammy. Bursting
with melodic beats right from the start,
"Machu Picchu" delivers a pseudoreggae punch guaranteed to raise your
blood pressure as lead singer Julian
Casablancas shrills, "I'm putting
your patience to the test," daring the
listener to resist selecting the next
track in order to hear the approaching
brilliance on the rest of the album.
The
Strokes' first
single,
"Under Cover of Darkness," entices
music fans to step into the world
of the band's melodic grandeur. A
surprisingly upbeat, romantic track,
this song has a bitter twist. "And I
want what's better for you/ So long
my friend, my adversary/ Oh but
I'll wait for you," subtly explodes
from Casablancas voice. On "Taken
For a Fool," arguably the best track

on the album, overtones of sarcasm
dominate the lyrics. "You get taken all
the time for a fool/1 don't know why/
you're so gullible but I don't mind,"
a poignant picture that Casablancas
concludes with "I wish I left you
'cause we never grew up."
What is apparent on "Angles" is
The Strokes' intent from beginning to
end. They are back and they are better
than ever. The 10 tracks on the album
serve as a reminder of what made
them successful in the early 2000s,
also serve and as an example of what
they are capable of in the near future.
With rumors that they have
already begun working on another
album, fans of the band every where
can only hope it doesn't take another
five years for its completion. An
album capable of topping "Angles,"
however, may take six.

Dreams are
nightmares

By Kyle Strickland
I have dreams, countless dreams
about my brother. He takes the form
of a living being in these dreams,
and since these particular dreams are
the clearest and most convincing in
their sense of reality, I always wake
up thinking he still lives. I had one
last night, and as I woke up from the
dream, I tried to convince myself
that he wouldn't die. I repeated twice
over that he would recover, he'd get
healthy again. Then I realized that he
was already dead.
When I was a sophomore, I
dreamt a dream unlike all the rest.
It was a nightmare. It was a terror,
a shame that I haven't fully realized
how to move on from.
Since I repressed most of the
details, I can't exactly remember
where I was. There was a large black
figure, or more of an entity, that
enshrouded the area where I was. My
brother lay before me, and he wasn't
dead. The black entity encapsulated
me. It took over everything and I
couldn't move. 1 think it might have
been fear, the kind that stiffens your
muscles and sucks the blood out of
your face.
Then, the entity forced a large
knife into my hand. It promised death
and pain and torture unless I cut my
brother to pieces.
He couldn't force me; I wouldn't
do it. He then used a form of
possession to take control of my arm.
He forced slices, and made me cut
Shawn to bits. He made me do it. But
I had to watch, I had to feel it happen.
I had to be the thing doing it; I did the
awful thing. I did.
I watched as my tears fell into his
flesh. I had to watch. The black force

told me to take his remains and bake
it, make it into food, and he force-fed
me the food with my own arm. I ate
my brother. I couldn't help it. I didn't
have an exit. I was bound. I died
inside but my arm kept, moving, the
blackness taunted and it laughed and I
cried and I felt my soul wither.
1 have been shameful and guilty
ever since, thinking I have a murderer
inside my head. I cannot make sense
of how my own mind could have
spawned something so awful. 1 loved
my brother more than anything. He
literally was my entire life, my focus.
How could I? Who am I, and am I this
dream's violence?
It's been seven years this
September since he died. Seven, and
yet he lives in dreams and dies when
I wake up. He even dies by my own
hand. 1 cannot put this all together, I
can't have him dying over and over.
Of course, this is so graphic and
awful that it may not make sense to
anybody who reads it. I think it might
be the deepest, darkest thing I have
to offer. I don't want it inside of me
anymore, and maybe somebody else
can tell me that it's just a dream, it's
not my fault.
But who would be able to do
that for me? Maybe I need a shrink
to break down the dream meanings.
What would a dream book say? Eating
brothers, well that's an indication that
you are struggling with a loss. No shit.
Cut to the chase, this is borderline
mental insanity.
I keep telling myself that this
event was separate from who I am,
but I don't think it's working. 1 don't
have waking thoughts like this. I don't
have other dreams like this. This is
one dream, but it's had a profound
effect on me. Why can't I just dream
of ponies and rainbows?
If you have ever struggled with
something like this, I really hope you
would tell me about it. I can't imagine
that I'm the only one who's had a
dream like this.
Send me an email if you have
experienced something similar. Awful
things happen in our heads when we
sleep; with so much evil and violence
and hate that swarms our waking
lives, how could they not?

Photo by mtsofan/Flickr CC

Unlike USD, Sarah Lawrence overflows with overly-passionate students of the arts.

Trying to make the 'write' choice
By Zena Wozniak
I'm starting to wonder if writing is
right for me.
See, I graduated a semester early in
December, made a last-minute decision
to apply to Nonfiction-Creative Writing
MFA programs and now find myself
in the agonizing position of finalizing
my place in one. In the process, I went
to a reception at Sarah Lawrence for
accepted writing students, and the
professor speaking to the nonfiction
group recited a quote about how
writing is hardest for writers because
we are so conscious of our craft. I saw
his point, but it also struck a chord with
something that had been bothering me
all day.
As you might have noticed, the
arts aren't very heavily emphasized at
USD. We certainly have them, but to
major in the liberal arts is (in some
ways at least) to make a statement. At a
school dominated by so many students
who opt to dedicate themselves to more
practical majors, choosing something

like English or fine arts inevitably
distinguishes you as a passionate, or at
least interested, individual.
At Sarah Lawrence, it's not
like that. Everyone is passionate
and interested. Hell, they're overly
passionate and interested - to the point
of making passionate and interested
look frivolous and cavalier. Listening
to people go on and on about how
important the arts are (writing in
particular), 1 couldn't help but feel
that something once personal to me
and otherwise unexplored was being
paraded around in a clown costume on
a miniature pony.
The problem is, 1 always liked the
unconsciousness of writing - telling
stories and surprising myself with what
would surface. To be honest, I had
never even considered my future as
a writer, my style as a writer, myself
as a writer - I just did it. So, sitting
there', immersed in a hyper-conscious
environment that was all about creating
and being surrounded by writers, I
wondered if maybe I was not so much
one myself as someone who can write

and, at best, who enjoys it.
Then again, perhaps we can't help
but resent the things we love most. We
want to keep them entirely to ourselves
and have them favor us equally in
return, but passion is an abundant
commodity in this world, and to expect
exclusivity is bound to disappoint and
turn one into a jealous lover. It could
be that my instinct to deny myself as
a writer was purely defensive. Maybe
the discomfort I felt at Sarah Lawrence
was that of being exposed as just one of
many, and maybe that's a good thing.
Because now, I am conscious and
accepting of myself as a writer, and
aware of the competition I'm going to
face outside of the business-oriented
walls of USD.
The truth is, Sarah Lawrence has
a great writing program and holds as
promising a future for me as anywhere
else I can imagine. The only real
problem I have is the fear of feeling
unoriginal when I leave this place. But,
to let that stop me from moving on,
well, that would be the most unoriginal
choice of all.
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The Old Globe: featuring two culturally-relevant shows
"GroundswelV' explores South African racial anxieties in a three-man play
By Kyle Strickland
"Groundswell," a play written
by lan Bruce and directed by Kyle
Donnelly, arrived at the renowned Old
Globe in March and is nearly ready to
depart the stage with its final show
this weekend. This short yet dense
play is not to be missed; it is full of
tense situations and deep emotions.
The drama embodies the anxious postapartheid sentiment of its setting in
South Africa, especially highlighting
how both white and black citizens
struggled to cope with the aftereffects
of the racial system's demise.
Performed
without
an
intermission, this play features three
characters whose lives are fraught with
secret pain and tension. Thami, played
by Owiso Odera, is an African man
living away from his family, working
in a rental cottage to provide for them
and hoping for a big break to help him
buy his own farm. Johan, played by
Antony Hagopian, is a white friend
of Thami's who has worked long and
hard diving for diamonds in the sea
nearby after leaving the police force
under mysterious circumstances.
As the two discuss the possibility
of finding a big break, Johan realizes
that the third and final character, the
wealthy cottage guest, Smith (Ned
Schmidtke), could be the investor
they have been looking for. Their
goal is to invest in a government

44Rafta,

concession that would provide them
with the means to excavate diamonds
in the nearby mines. Smith is an older
gentleman whose wealth is obvious
and in stark contrast to the other men.
With Johan's overbearing insistence
that Thami go along with his plan, the
possibility that all the men will clash
only increases as alcohol begins to
pour.
The play features a completely
static set, which allows for the
true nature of the characters and
their struggles to stand out. From
beginning to end, the play's action
remains within the confines of the
rental cottage. As day turns to night
and stormy weather effects reflect
growing tension, the situation grows
dangerous. With only three characters
in the play, the audience is able to
develop a full understanding of each
man's struggles, while the night peels
back the layers of the characters'
pasts and forces out repressed anger
towards their society's injustices.
The
problematic
idea
of
compensation dominated in the play,
lending a powerful emotional side
that is reflective of sentiment present
not only in South Africa, but in the
United States as well. This made
the play relevant to the American
idea of identity in comparison to our
segregated history, and the actors
demonstrated these anxieties all too
well in their performances.
Aside from the many positive

aspects of the play, there were a
few minor detractors to the overall
experience. Even though the play was
only a single act and not significant
in length, the action tended to drag
slowly in the beginning. Johan and
Thami spent what seemed like ages
in iterative arguments over the same
things.
The characters moved in and out
very little, all three staying on stage
for the bulk of the play. While this
definitely seemed intentional in order
to solely emphasize the character
development, the play could have
used a bit more action to spice up the
transitions throughout the play.
Senior Jen Gabrielli reacted to the
action in the play, agreeing with the
decision to force the characters into
close proximity with no distractions.
"I appreciated the playwright's
volleying of dialogue
between
the characters over who owed
compensation to who," Gabrielli said.
"1 thought it represented both sides
well and provided a fair argument,
which demonstrated the troubles
faced by the entire society. 1 did
think that the action was somewhat
anticlimactic, however, because the
end result was not too hard to guess."
Despite minor diversions, this
play is definitely worth a viewing.
Hurry this weekend to one of the
final showings of "Groundswell" at
The Old Globe, before this pertinent
cultural and racial drama disappears.

Photo Courtesy of the Old Globe

Johan (Hagopian) tries to tempt Smith (Schmidtke) with jewels to invest in his scheme.

Rafta..." pokes fun at generational differences of British-Indian immigrants
By Kyle Strickland

Photo Courtesy of The Old Globe

Kamal Marayati is table-dancing Eeshwar Dutt in this witty comedy.

"Rafta, Rafta..." is Jonathan
Silverstein's rendition of the Olivier
Award-winning British comedy. This
play, originally written by Ayub KhanDin, is a humorous look at the complex
intertwining of two first-generation
Indian families in England. The
play's cast includes Kamal Marayati
as the hilariously entertaining father,
Eeshwar Dutt, and Gita Reddy as Lata
Patel, the proper Indian mother who
is humorously too involved in her
daughter's new marriage.
A marriage between the children
of the two families kicks off the
comedy, with both bride and groom
having grown up in England. The
differences groom Atul Dutt, played
by Rachid Sabitri, and new wife Vina
Patel, played by Mahira Kakkar, have
from their parents are notable, leading
to hilarious situations and awkward
moments.
The crux of the humor in the play
is the couple's decision to live in Atul's
home until they have enough money
to move into their own. Laughter was
abundant as the couple returned to the
groom's family's home to begin their
new life together, only to be barraged
with witty sexual innuendos about
what their first night together would
inevitably bring.
Unfortunately, Atul and Vina

underestimated the pressures of the
contrasting traditions of their parents
and those of their peers in England. A
month later, a big problem has arisen, or
Atul's case, does not arise. More puns
ensue as the audience finds out that
Atul cannot quite get it up, causing an
awkward and silent problem between
him and his wife. From here, the
comedy continues, as more and more
family members become involved in
their very personal problems.
The show takes place in the
Dutt home on a large, two-story set.
Beautiful stage lights,Indian music and
a few snippets of live singing make this
show exciting and fresh, and the action
is relatively dynamic. Multiple layers
exist in the plot, adding to a diverse
show that grabs attention through both
comedy and relatable family issues.
Atul, for example, is obviously having
some daddy issues, which are only
compounded by the fact that the rest of
his family keeps him from getting any
real alone time to actually consummate
his marriage.
The impotence issue, though
funny, actually leads to some tense,
dramatic moments. The audience
gasped when Atul shouted at his wife
on their wedding night, providing
a darker contrast to the airy humor
leading up to it. He snapped at her
after their bed broke underneath
them, stopping their first attempt at

having sex and revealing how much
Atul's family had been bothering him
all night. These moments, though
important, digress from the overall
light mood of the play, and somewhat
hurt its comedic aspect.
USD Senior Akhil Israni noted
that the comedy didn't encompass the
essence of Indian family drama enough
tb be truly hilarious.
"It was funny at certain points, of
course," Israni said, "but it seemed like
an inaccurate depiction of an Indian
family, which made me confused more
than amused overall. The accents were
especially off, and this stood out a little
too much in my opinion."
Despite these minor drawbacks,
audiences were still smiling and
laughing throughout the play. The
married couple's struggle with fitting
into two completely opposite cultures
is dealt with expertly, expressing
both the realistic angst and humor.
The good-natured presentation of the
newlyweds' naivety is inspiring and
fun to watch.
The Old Globe will be showing
this comedy until April 24. Whether
you are Indian, British or American,
the pressures depicted of trying to
find one's own place in the world will
undoubtedly speak to you. A good
comedy reveals our true nature and
helps us laugh at it, and this is exactly
what "Rafta, Rafta..." achieves.

C Level makes the A-list for this foodie's satisfied stomach
By Allie Safran
It's that time of the year again, the
weekend where everything is free and
gourmet food is practically handed
over on a silver platter. That's right,
it's my mom's weekend in town.
Every year, my mom comes
to town for a visit, and while most
mothers and daughters might spend
the weekend shopping or walking on
the beach, my mom and I choose to eat
- a lot. It's a great opportunity to check
out all of the restaurants around town
that I've been dying to try without
putting a dent in my dwindling bank
account. This year's trip included a
visit to C Level, a trendy restaurant
on the harbor, right next door to the
very delicious (and expensive) Island
Prime, with incredible views of
downtown San Diego and, of course,
the beautiful Pacific Ocean.
We tried to make a reservation
a few days ahead of time, but were
disappointed to find out that they
don't take them, which caused us
to wait almost an hour for a table.
Fortunately, when we were seated,
our appetizers and cocktails came
quickly. The calamari was crispy and
fresh with an Asian-infused dipping
sauce that complimented the savory
flavors of the calamari.
The best cocktail on the menu
was, by far, the Desi Arnez, which
immediately piqued my interest
because of the name. It was a refreshing
and creative concoction of Cruzan
mango rum, papaya nectar, mint,
fresh lime and soda. Another notable
cocktail was the Citrus Grove, which
combined Svedka Clementine vodka
with orange juice and champagne,
forming a very refreshing beverage.
While waiting for our main
courses, we noticed a happy hour flier,

which promoted C Level's extremely
discounted happy hour menu. Their
offers area available Monday through
Friday, from 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
The menu included the Desi Arnez,
Citrus Grove and other cocktails for
$5 and select brew for $3.50. Besides
drinks, several appetizers were also
available at discount prices, including
the calamari, Hawaiian ahi tuna poke,
chicken potstickers, Caesar salad, nutcrusted brie and mussels for $5 each.
For the main course, I ordered
the seared Hawaiian ahi tuna stack
appetizer, which was out of this world.
This dish featured layers of mango
salsa, crab, ahi tuna and avocado with
a side of caviar, taro root chips and a
sweet and sour dipping sauce.
The flavors
melded perfectly
together, making this meal a standout
amongst the others. In addition, the
presentation was almost too pretty to
delve into.
Another highlight was the lobster
mac and cheese, which was served
with a side salad. Although extremely
rich and filling, this dish combined a
variety of cheeses with lobster meat
and was baked so that the top was
browned and crispy and the side salad
was surprisingly crisp and topped with
walnuts, adding the perfect finishing
touch.
If you're more partial to poultry,
be sure to order the sun-dried tomato
and grilled chicken ziti, which was
very savory, combining sun-dried
tomato cream sauce with pasta,
pine nuts, Parmesan and arugula.
Although all of these meals were
pretty outstanding, my mom's order,
the linguini and clams, lacked flavor.
Overall, C Level presented an
above-average experience and the
perfect place to impress a first date
or, in my case, to spend some quality
time with my mom and friends.

Allie Safran/The Vista

The seared Hawaiian ahi tuna stack is a dish layered with mango salsa, crab, ahi tuna and avocado.
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Panda Bear releases fourth solo album, "Tomboy
By Kyle Strickland

Up until this past Tuesday, I had
been listening to Panda Bear's new
album, "Tomboy," through NPR's "First
Listen" profile. NPR streamed the entire
album for free from April 3 until its
release on April 12, and I streamed it
dry while it was available in order to try
and wrap my head around Panda Bear's
elaborate new submission.
For a brief historical introduction,
Panda Bear is the formative member
of Animal Collective, and "Tomboy"
is his fourth solo album. Panda Bear
is known less as Noah Lennox, born
in Baltimore with a wide array of
interests. He is a brilliant and prodigious
musician involved in an exhaustive
amount of recordings. Many of these
recordings were originally influenced
by the idea that music didn't have to
be so structured, and that sound and
layers of effects and shouts and drums
could formulate music as much as a
standard voice and instrument could.
This experimental aspect has propelled
both Panda Bear and Animal Collective
on a very unique and inspired path, and
"Tomboy" maintains that inspiration.
Trying to describe "Tomboy"
is difficult, as the album is densely
crafted. Every inch of the background,
the foreground and the sides of your
eardrums that you are rarely aware of
is full of foreign and strange sounds.

There are layers of bells, bleeps and
echoes coming from every angle. When
I try hard to analyze my way through
the music, I can't find a path. When I
sit back and let the waves of dissonant,
bouncing oddness and comforting
chorus pound away, I start to get it.
I would compare Panda Bear's
voice on this new release to that of a
lone church choir. In fact, some songs
feature organs and clapping, like in
"Alastian Dam." If this were church
music, it would actually make me want
to praise a god (as long as he were a
bear). "I'm Not," from previous release
"Person Pitch," similarly echoes a kind
of religious Gregorian chant, albeit
mixed with a dose of acid-charged
modulation.
I find the way Lennox sings to
be at once primal and distinguishably
human, no matter how distorted and
drenched in echoes it may be. Ever
since my Irish neighbor played Panda
Bear's meandering boyish voice for me
in his car four years ago, I have been
addicted. I think there is something
knowing in the way his voice walks
about to different pitches; it is not the
normal sing-song, it is a more developed
and expert knowledge. Also like his
prior solo release, Panda Bear layers his
voice on this album and adds a familiar
and subtle complexity to his melodies.
A few songs, including "Friendship
Bracelet," are so phased with tremolo
and echo that the lyrics are occasionally

indecipherable. Though I don't mind
reading the lyrics in order to understand
vocals on a track, many listeners might
not appreciate the extra work. In past
Panda Bear works, both what you can
understand and what you have to read
are generally simplistic in their diction,
but they still convey deep and sometimes
confusing meanings. Panda Bear poetics
differ from Animal Collective in this
sense, in that Panda Bear likes to draw
out simple one-syllable words rather
than add complex, fast lyrics full of a
much higher vocabulary.
The lyrics for "Tomboy" probably
won't be posted until sometime after the
release, so I won't be able to compare
them much just yet. However, the
lyrics I can make out give hints that,
in general, Panda Bear's style has
maintained the subtle declarations of his
previous release. "No you can't count
on me" is the first lyric on the album,
and it is drawn out and repeated in a
similar style to songs like "Bros" from
"Person Pitch." In a few songs, like
"Slow Motion," repetition makes up the
majority of the song, creating an elated
air of one who is both confident and
concise.
As an aside, I have a theory as to
why Panda Bear's words are incoherent
at times. It is the idea that the words
he says are not meant to be understood
- they are meant to be heard. Had he
placed a different word in the same
pitch in the same place, the sound
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Panda Bear of Animal Collective is known for his thick, digital layering.

would be different. 1 think he chooses
words carefully to suit the sound of
his voice in a particular moment, so
whether or not we actually understand
the word is somewhat beside the point.
While I am sure he also takes care to
write meaningful lyrics, I understand
Panda Bear to be more focused on the
experience one receives from the sound
itself, and much less the lyrics one finds
online.
I know I mentioned the religious
intonation of the album before, but I

think that this music really is spiritually
transcendent. In "The Doors of
Perception," Aldous Huxley described
the state of is-ness he experienced
in an experiment with mescaline. I
might describe this music as a nonhallucinogenic pathway into a similar
state of consciousness. It is music that
transcends the mind through billowy,
high-pitched, om-like vihrations, and it
places the listener in a peaceful trance
that allows the complexity to at once
seem all so simple.

Big Boi releases album and receives lavish praise
By Will Schmidt
He has many names: Daddy Fat
Sax, General Patton, Sgt. Slaughter,
Chief, Billy Ocean, Hot Tub Tony
and Francis the Savannah Chitlin'
Pimpin. He has been associated
and collaborated with artists such
as Outkast, Andre 3000, Dungeon
Family, Purple Ribbon All-Stars, Mary
J. Blige, Chris Brown, Jay-Z, Gucci
Mane, T.I., B.o.B., Janelle Monae,
Sleepy Brown and Jason Derulo. Most
people, however, know him simply as
Big Boi, and he has been praised for
his status quo-shifting new rap album,
"Sir Lucious Left Foot: The Son of
Chico Dusty."
True, it is a weird name for an
album, but the music and lyrics are
a metaphorical oasis in a desert of

monotonous and mundane music. The
true worth of this album comes from
the fact that it is Big Boi's first-ever
solo album. Pitchfork speaks about
this in their review of "Sir Lucious Left
Foot."
"Every great rap group has one
MC who is - possibly unfairly perceived to be slightly lesser than the
other," Pitchfork said. "DMC. Parrish
Smith. Malice. Pimp C, at least up
until he died. Big Boi's been on that
list ever since Andre Benjamin [Andre
3000] started rocking pith helmets and
neckerchiefs. Big Boi's not underrated,
exactly; everyone who knows rap
knows he's a great rapper. It's more
that he's taken for granted."
So the function of "Sir Lucious
Left Foot," then, is more than just
music. It has become a way for Big
Boi to make a name for himself; it

serves the function of Big Boi proving
himself, in a sense, to the solo musical
world. And Big Boi clearly succeeded,
because Pitchfork gave it a 9.2/10,
along with multiple websites granting
it stellar reviews.
The album is comprised of 15
southern rap tracks with a sound that
jumps around between slow, bassheavy songs that are reminiscent of
his previous classics and fast-paced,
staccato beats and rhythms. Dusted
Album Reviews writes about the
most famous single on the album,
"Shutterbug."
"[Shutterbug] recalls the structure
of 'The Way You Move,' Big Boi's
chart-topper off 'Speakerboxx.' Like
'The Way You Move,' 'Shutterbug'
rests on a plummeting bass line, this
time pieced together from what sounds
like a vocoded stutter and builds toward

a soulful, glimmering chorus." "But
where 'The Way You Move' featured
Sleepy Brown's convincing Marvin
Gaye impersonation, the singing
on 'Shutterbug,' in keeping with its
synthesized vocal beat, is processed
through a talk box. So long Motown,
hello Roger Troutman! Between those
mighty frames of rhythm and chorus
bounces Big Boi."
While
"Shutterbug"
reigns
supreme on the "favorite" list of many
album reviewers, the most underrated
album is "Daddy Fat Sax." Opening
with a quick whip of three bass riffs,
the song opens into an amazing lyrical
flow praised by Dusted.
"Big Boi attacks the song
judiciously," Dusted said. "He's a swift
but wise performer, getting his punches
in without pummeling the song."
The creativity behind the album

really shines on this track as the
background music is comprised
of accordions, drum kits and the
traditional southern style voice
synthesizers.
Perhaps this is where a lot of the
hype behind the album comes from the imagination and creativity. In a
musical world where most types of
music, especially hip hop, have been
watered down, Big Boi comes along
and drops an album that has legitimate
substance.
Dusted brings up the important
point that, "Big Boi isn't an MC; he's
a songwriter. That distinction is what
separates him from other rappers, and
it's what makes 'Sir Lucious' - an
album whose elan is instantaneously
felt and whose spirit only becomes
more invigorated with each listening such a pleasure."

Kitty comfort

By Kaitlin Perry
Sometimes when I go home I feel
really odd. I often feel like a stranger is
in the house, especially when my cats
don't run downstairs to greet me like
they usually do. Other times I feel like
I forgot something really important at
school, or that something bad is going
to happen. These feelings don't really
make sense, but they can really ruin my
night and make it impossible to sit down
and focus on schoolwork.
I've come up with a solution to
soothe my anxiety, and it's called "That
'70s Show." I'm not going to spend a
paragraph explaining the premise of this
classic cable gem, as most everyone in
our generation has watched it and related
to the rebellious behavior of the teens
that it focuses on. Despite the constant
laugh track and the silly special effects
(which are tailored to suit the style of
the 1970s), the extremely clever jokes
and the overdramatic behavior of Eric's
father tend to put me at ease. Kitty
interestingly reminds me of my own
mother, with her small stature and pride
in being a good parent. I consider the
show to be intelligent, and that's why
it makes me feel comfortable when I'm
home alone.
It's weird how comfort works. I once
brought my cats home for Thanksgiving
break. Clementine adapted instantly and
began to rub her face against everything
she could. Baby Kitty, on the other
hand, turned into a vicious cat-dog and
growled at everyone who came near her,
including myself. She was so out of her
element that she lost her mind. It made
me feel guilty. 1 blamed myself for her
anxiety, as I was the one that took her far
from home and forced her to hang out
with three extra people, two extra cats
and two dogs. So I did some research

in hopes that I would find a Xanax
equivalent for cats.
One website that I visited was
all about pheromones. Apparently
pheromones are what make cats feel
comfortable and calm. Some stores sell
these things you can plug into the wall
that release synthesized pheromones.
Other stores sell pills. But the most
useful and inexpensive cure was to
surround your cats with things they are
familiar with. Cats naturally release
pheromones by rubbing their faces
against things they like, which is why
Clementine was so happy despite the
fact that she was in a semi-new place.
Though it was the home she grew up in,
it wasn't the home in which she lived.
But because the furniture was familiar
to her, she rubbed against it and made
herself comfortable.
During one of Baby Kitty's fits, I
grabbed my hamper (which she loves
to play in) and put it next to her. She
immediately slammed her body against it
and rubbed her face on all of its comers,
purring uncontrollably. She then i;an to
me and rubbed against my legs, which
I took as an expression of forgiveness.
I put her in the hamper and carried her
into my bedroom, where she slept on
my stomach all night. Unfortunately,
she started attacking things again in the
morning, but at least she was able to
sleep peacefully.
I suppose I'm like Baby Kitty
sometimes. When I feel weird in my
house I start attacking things by cleaning
them vigorously. I once did four loads of
laundry, a sink full of dishes, a kitchen
floor's worth of sweeping and cleaned
my entire bathroom - tub and all. It was
after all of this cleaning that I learned
how much better "That '70s Show"
made me feel. I was able to fold and
hang hundreds of shirts, all because of
the Foreman clan.
As a result of this discovery, my
house has started to get messy again.
Instead of anxiously cleaning, I relaxedly
lie in my bed and watch Kitty make
everything better for her family. I guess
you could say I live vicariously through
these characters, but only until the rest of
my household gets home. At that point,
I'm back to my normal self and try my
hardest to charm the boys I live with into
buying me some French fries.

Kelsey Perry/The Vista
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Ex-USD star Brandon Johnson accused of fixing games

Johnson and nine others charged with connections to sports bribery ring
BRIBE, cont. from First Page
first player in school history to graduate
holding both records. He played an
integral role on the 2007-2008 NCAA
Tournament team that upset the
University of Connecticut in the first
round.
Off the court, Johnson had a son
that he raised throughout the majority of
his career at USD, and a tattoo on his right
arm reading "5-1-07" commemorated
his son's birth, a day which Johnson
once described to StephenBardo.com as
the only day of his life that was greater
than the 2008 victory over UConn in the
NCAA Tournament.
Yet, it was a February 2010 game
that Johnson was first accused of "fixing."
According to the court documents, under
the direction of Garmo, Thweni met
with another individual at a Las Vegas
casino to place bets on a USD basketball
game. The documents further claim that,
"In February 2010, Brandon Johnson...
attempted to influence and influenced
the outcome of a USD basketball game
for a monetary bribe."
The Toreros played four games in
February 2010, and lost all of them. Both
the FBI and Duffy failed to cite which
game was specifically being referred to
by the grand jury.
Johnson was cited on another
occasion, this time for the solicitation of
another individual to affect the outcome
of a January 2011 game for a monetary
bribe.
Former teammate Roberto Mafra,
class of 2010, was surprised to hear of
the allegations and specified that nothing
during his time at USD made him
suspicious of any games being "fixed."
"I never thought BJ was involved in
anything like that," Mafra said. "What I
can say about BJ is that he was always a
competitor and the hardest working guy
on the team."
Other members of the team were
not allowed to comment on the matter.
Members
of
the
women's
basketball team also declined to
comment, but one member, who spoke
under the -condition of anonymity , did
express similar sentiments to Mafra's,
indicating that Monday's allegations
were the first they had heard of the
incident. "We were all unaware of the
situation until yesterday," she said on
Tuesday.
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Brandon Johnson (No. 1, above), USD'a all-time leader in points and assists, was arrested at his home in Houston,Texas on Monday for allegations connecting him to sports bribery.

While February 2010 was the
earliest that the grand jury alleges any
game "fixing" occurred, a game two
months earlier, in December 2009, has
since drawn speculation from numerous
media outlets. In that game, Johnson
and Dowdy played each other, as
USD played University of California,
Riverside, where Dowdy transferred at
the start of the 2008-2009 season.
In the game, the Toreros held a
19-point lead with 13 minutes to play,

but subsequently collapsed down the
stretch. Trailing 57-55 with 26 seconds
remaining, Johnson was called for
traveling, turning the ball back over to
UCR. The UCR player missed the first
free throw, giving USD one last chance,
but Johnson missed a 3-pointer from
the corner, and UCR won the game and
covered the point spread.
Aside from Johnson, the documents
also allege that Dowdy solicited an
individual to affect the outcome of a

game on March 3 of this year, the night
before the WCC Tournament began in
Las Vegas.
In a statement to the campus
community, President Mary Lyons said
that USD is fully cooperating with the
investigation.
"Shortly after the probe, USD
representatives contacted the NCAA to
inform them about the situation."
USD
administration
declined
to comment on whether or not the

charges affect either athletic director
Ky Snyder's or head coach Bill Grier's
standing with the team. Snyder also said
he was unable to comment on the matter.
This marks the second incident
in the past two years of USD players
having troubles with the law. Monday's
indictment came just over one year after
former player Trumaine Johnson sued
the university, accusing them of racial
profiling and discrimination. That case
is still pending.

U S D basketball
hits rock bottom

By Tyler Wilson
USD basketball has been on a
tumultuous downhill spiral ever since
their miraculous tournament run in
2008. I thought this spiral couldn't get
any worse after this season's dismal
6-24 record, and that the current state
of Toreros basketball could only go up
from here. But I was wrong. The recent
indictments of Brandon Johnson, USD's
all-time leading scorer, Brandon Dowdy,
a former Toreros guard, and Thaddeus
Brown, an assistant coach at USD from
06'-07', from the recent point-shaving
scandal has placed USD basketball at an
all-time low.
When I chose to attend USD,
I, along with many other incoming
freshmen, had extremely high hopes for
the basketball program. But never in a
million years did 1 think a scandal like
this would happen at my university. I
came to USD three years ago, hoping
that the program would build off of
the success of their recent NCAA
Tournament run, where they defeated
this year's champion, the University
of Connecticut. I thought a great
foundation had been laid by first-year
coach Bill Grier, and that USD would be
the next Gonzaga. But boy, was 1 wrong.
USD has been plummeting ever
since that fateful game against UConn
in 2008, and they have finally hit the
ground hard. It is more evident than
ever that the foundation supposedly laid
after'USD's NCAA Tournament victory
was obviously never put in place. It's
going to be extremely difficult for
the administration and the athletics
department to recover from this scandal,
which will end up having repercussions
that will haunt the program for at least
the next decade. Recruits will not want
to play for Grier. Alumni will stop

donating to the basketball program.
Some current commitments might even
choose to transfer to another school after
this scandal.
It is important to make the point
that USD is not at fault for this incident.
It is purely on the individuals who were
involved in this point-shaving scheme.
Nonetheless, these individuals are
affiliated with USD and have tarnished
the basketball program's reputation.
USD always prides itself on a
values-based education, placing the
utmost emphasis on morality and
integrity. I always thought Johnson was
the perfect example of USD's mission.
He was a hard-working student athlete
who did not get deterred by a seasonending injury in 2009. He defied all odds
and made the arduous road to recovery
to come back and play on a fifth year
medical redshirt. Johnson was a USD
hero, one of the last remnants of that
miraculous NCAA Tournament run. But
now, I don't know what to think of him.
I also don't know what to think
of Grier after this incident. Grier was
riding high after using Brad Holland's
recruits to defeat UConn. But with his
own recruits, his record has consistently
declined every year. In Grier's first year,
he was 22-14; in his second he was 1616; in his third he was 11-21; and in his
fourth he was 6-24. Each year represents
a steady decline in performance, with
no upside in sight, especially after these
recent developments.
Grier should be running a program
that is bound by the mission of a catholic
university. Even though he may be a
man of integrity, Grier has never had
much control over his players outside of
the basketball court. If Grier could not
control arguably the best player in the
history of USD basketball, who can he
control?
In addition to a lack of influence
over his players, Grier will no longer
have pure control over the basketball
program. Everything he does from
here on out will be associated with the
point-shaving scandal. The only way
USD basketball will ever recover is if
they start fresh. Unless Grier pulls off
a miracle season next year, just like the
one in 2008,1 think it's only a matter of
time before we see a fresh face roaming
the sideline.
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Brandon Johnson (No. 1, above), drives against an opponent in February 2010, the same month he allegedly fixed a game.
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Dugout Diary: remembering top WCC moments
By Tony Stirazzara

won the conference championship my
freshman year. Unlike current WCC
rules, the champion of the conference
As we begin West Coast used to be decided in a three-game
Conference play, I'm reminded of series between the first and second
all the great experiences and great place teams in the conference
ballgames that I've been a part of. standings. In 2008, we had locked
For some, the West Coast Conference up first place in the WCC, while
may seem inferior to conferences like Pepperdine had secured second place.
the Pac-10 or Big 12. And, for the Being the first-place team, we hosted
most part, they are right — big-time the Waves at Cunningham Stadium for
state schools have far more resources the WCC Championship. The opening
than a small, private school, and they game scheduled for Friday was rained
subsequently are able to recruit more out, so a doubleheader was arranged
notable and prestigious players.
for Saturday. We ended up dominating
However, this fact does not Pepperdine in both games on Saturday,
diminish WCC play in the least bit. and Sunday's third game wasn't even
When it comes to conference time in needed. After our win in the second
the baseball season, the mood changes. game, we raced onto the field and
Anyone can beat anyone, and schools celebrated our conference title with a
with similar beliefs and similar student dog pile. As a freshman, this was an
bodies become bitter rivals. I'd like to unbelievable experience, and it set the
share the top three memories TvePhad" tone fbr'WCC' games-i n 'years to come.
in my four years of experiencing WCC
During the 2009 season, we
play.
traveled to Santa Clara with a battered
One of my favorite memories pitching staff to face a team expected
while playing at USD came when we to contend for the WCC crown. On

I can help you with

TEST
ANXIETY

Friday, we put up nine runs and
downed the Broncos in the series
opener. The next day, we continued
our offensive barrage and scored 22
runs in a second win over Santa Clara.
On Sunday, we were scheduled for a
televised game, and the whole team
was anxious to complete the sweep on
national TV. We came out and scored
22 runs again, winning 22-10 and
sweeping the Broncos. I'll never forget
this weekend, as the team overcame
adversity and sent a message to the
rest of the conference that the Toreros
were still a force to be reckoned with.
One final
memory of WCC
play happened last year during my
junior season. We were undefeated in
conference, nationally ranked and set
to take on the second-place Portland
University Pilots. The Pilots had only
one loss in the WCC, with a record of
11 -1, and therefore the winner of this
series would sit in sole possession
of first place in the conference. We
ended up sweeping the Pilots at their
home field, as our starting pitchers

that weekend completely shut down
the Portland offense. Kyle Blair,
who was drafted after his sophomore
year in 2010, was one out away from
tossing a no-hitter on Friday. Sammy
Solis, who was also drafted after his
sophomore year in 2010, followed
that performance up with a three-hit
shutout on Saturday. And A J. Griffin,
who was drafted after his senior year
in 2010, threw another gem on Sunday
to complete the sweep. Following
this weekend, we had essentially
secured the WCC title and we were
officially on our way into the NCAA
tournament.
All in all, I've had some of my best
memories at USD while competing
during our WCC schedule. This time
in the season sparks a heightened
intensity on the playing field, and it
promotes a deeper camaraderie off
the field between the members of the' >
conference roster. As I wrap up this
fourth and final year of my career here
as a Torero, I'm sure that I will cherish
these memories for the rest of my life.
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Coach Tim Mickelson
coming into his own
By Gunner Wiebe
It had been eight months since
the last professional golf major had
taken place, but the Masters finally
arrived and did not disappoint. San
Diego native Phil Mickelson arrived
at Augusta National hoping to
successfully defend his 2010 victory.
Unfortunately,
Mickelson
could
not find a rhythm on the greens and
Charl Schwartzel, a 26-year-old from
South Africa, won his first major
championship.
Mickelson is not only a native of
San Diego but also intimately related
to USD. His brother, Tim, is in hi§
eighth season as the head coach of the
No. 24 golf team.
Tim finished
his education
at Oregon State University after
beginning his collegiate studies at
Arizona State University. Right after
he finished at OSU, he was offered an
assistant coaching job with San Diego
State University.
"It was great to have a job
right out of school," Mickelson
said. "Especially since it was in my
hometown where I grew up."
Tim played golf at both
universities he attended and was
recognized as an Academic AilAmerican, a tremendous achievement
for any student-athlete. After a twoyear stint at SDSU, Mickelson was
offered the head coaching position at
USD. Despite little encouragement
from friends and even loved ones to
take the position, he accepted the job
as the head coach and hasn't looked
back since.
In his short time at USD,
Mickelson
has
completely
transformed the team.
"When I first
got here,"
Mickelson said, "we were not very
good at all. We were ranked well
outside the top 100 and it was a
struggle for both the players and
myself."
Eight years later, Mickelson
finds himself coaching one of the
country's elite teams, with no more
criticism from others about taking the
job.
Mickelson has been able to
create a name for himself at USD

and separate himself from his hall-offame brother. Phil Mickelson casts a
long shadow, and rightfully so, with
the successes he has had to this point
in his life.
Tim Mickelson is proud of his
brother's achievements and will
happily talk about them with anyone
who wishes to know.
"Phil is obviously a tremendous
golfer," Mickelson said, "but his
greatest successes are off of the golf
course with family. Recently we have
had health issues in our family, and
Phil has been there supporting both
his wife and our mom every step of
the way while somehow still being
able to play golf at a high level."
The Mickelson family is a very
close group, with the entire family
living in the San Diego area. Tina
Mickelson, the brothers' sister, still
lives in the area and their parents
live in the same house where they
raised their three children. Everyone
in the Mickelson family has come to
watch a team tournament or been at
fundraisers to support Tim Mickelson
and the USD golf team.
Phil
Mickelson
has
been
generous with both his time and
money. He has supported the USD
golf team through generous donations
and has also found time to come
and watch the golf team play in
tournaments over the fall and spring
seasons.
The golf team is one of few, if
not the only team in the nation, to
receive the support of a PGA Tour
superstar.
Tim Mickelson has proven to the
collegiate golfing realm that over the
past eight years he can create an elite
golf program. He has great support
from his family in his endeavors and
has found his niche in the golfing
world.
While his brother is working
hard to dominate the professional
ranks and become the number one
player in the world, Tim Mickelson
is busy working to take the USD golf
team to new heights.
The Toreros missed the final
round of the NCAA Tournament last
season and are looking to go even
farther this year. With their experience
and talent, the sky is the limit.

Looking into USD
baseball's struggles

By Chris Hanneke
Apathy is the most unacceptable
emotion in all of sports. Ask any
coach what the only thing worse than
losing is, and they will answer that it
is when the players don't care about
losing.
It works that way with fans, too.
Teams would rather have passionate
fans upset with the current state
of affairs than apathetic fans that
are more preoccupied with their
Blackberries than the action on the
field of play.
Unfortunately, as a result of one
of the worst starts in recent history,
USD baseball must now face the
dreaded reality that they are more
than likely dealing with an apathetic
fan base.
The good news for the Toreros
is that the apathy in the stands cahnot
be blamed on apathy in the clubhouse.
Our good friend Tony Strazzara
writes incredibly insightful "Dugout
Diaries" each and every week, and
even just by reading those, you get the
sense that the team's struggles are not
from a lack of trying.
And say what you will about
manager Rich Hill's inability to
get his players to perform come
tournament time, but his teams have
notoriously played well under his
direction, especially at the start of
conference play. For these reasons,
I'm much more inclined to blame the
team's woes on growing pains, and I
wouldn't dare accuse them of apathy.
The baseball team has it rough.
They play in the spring, which puts
them at a disadvantage with fans for
two reasons. The first is something
that I have written about before, but
certainly bears repeating. Spring in

San Diego is essentially what has
given this city its reputation. It is
nearly impossible to beat the weather,
especially elsewhere in the United
States. While sitting in the stands in
balmy 70 degree temperatures may
be a delightful experience for a father
and son, it is a different story for
college students. For many, watching
baseball pales in comparison to
playing baseball (or wiffle ball) at the
beach.
However, the second reason is
one that goes a bit deeper and others
may be more hesitant to acknowledge.
Still, the fact is, baseball comes on the
heels of the football and basketball
seasons. If those two teams have bad
years, which they did, the baseball
team gets a much shorter leash with
the fans. It's not fair, but that's just
how it works. Fans can only handle so
much disappointment in one year.
The Toreros know they should
be playing better, and so do we. This
is a team that had 10 players drafted at
the end of last season, so to help with
the losses, Hill brought in the No. 2
recruiting class in the nation. But in
this society of instant-gratification, it
is disheartening to see that the process
of getting back to dominance, which
is where the team was just one year
ago, may take more than a year.
I'll still trust the program. I
wrote that we needed to give the
basketball team some time before we
rushed to judgment, but I said that
more as wishful thinking than honest
expression of my expectations. When
that situation never improved, I was
like most others that simply gave up
hope and refused to believe the team
could succeed without change. I don't
feel that way with the baseball team.
Maybe it's the sunny skies providing
me a misguided optimism, but I trust
Hill. I trust that this team can turn it
around.
It's looking more and more like
it will not be this year, but it won't be
long until they get back to the point
where they once again dominate the
West Coast Conference. It's just going
to be tough to convince the rest of the
Toreros fans that's the case.
Especially if it stays this warm
outside.
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Junior Alex Ching putts for birdie at this past week's University of Wyoming Cowboy Classic.

Golf finishes seventh in Cowboy Classic
By David Downs
The key word for this years'
men's golf team has been consistency.
Their struggle to be consistent has
been the major reason for their
disappointing finishes in the previous
two tournaments. The No. 20 Toreros
struggled as a team during this past
week's tournament entering the home
stretch of the their season.
USD junior Alex Ching finished
in the top 10 for a third straight
tournament, and the Toreros tied for
a seventh place team finish at this
past week's University of Wyoming
Cowboy Classic.
Finishing with a three-round
team score of 855 (285-283-287), the
Toreros were led by Ching, who fired
a final round 70 on Talking Stick's
North Course (par 70, 7,133 yardage)
and finished in a tie for fifth at 2-under

par 208 (69-69-70). The standout
junior, who has struggled with
consistency issues in the previous
two tournaments, managed to avoid
the costly late-round collapses which
have plagued his performance as of
late.
However,
those
same
inconsistency issues appear to have
affected Ching's teammates, who
struggled to remain under par. USD's
scorecard was rounded out by senior
Gunner Wiebe (tied for 12th at 210;
68-69-73), senior Scott Brace (tied
for 45th at 218; 75-73-70), freshman
Manav Shah (tied for 65th at 221; 7572-74) and senior Ben Murray (tied
for 98th at 230; 73-81-76). Senior
Jason Shano, playing as an individual,
shot a final round 73 and tied for 75th
place at 223.
Baylor University (836) held on
for the team title while the University
of Arizona's Tarquin Macmanus

took home the gold medal with his
impressive first place, 8-under par 202
(66-70-66) performance. He narrowly
edged out Baylor's Joakim Mikkelsen
(tied for second at 203; 70- 68- 65) arid
Colorado State University's Zahkai
Brown (tied for second at 203; 70- 6370 ) by one stroke.
The highly touted Toreros
will need to improve dramatically
upon this past week's performance
heading into next week's West Coast
Conference Championships at the
Hollister, Calif., San Juan Oaks Golf
Club. With the NCAA Regionals
around the corner in May, the WCC
Tournament will be the Toreros' last
chance to cut down on mistakes before
the big dance.
Hopefully, they will be able to
clean up those inconsistency issues
in the very near future, or this muchanticipated season may come to an
early and disappointing end.

Senior Jason Shano observes his drive during the Cowboy Classic at Talkin Stick's North Course in Wyoming.
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"There is nothing more threatening to the integrity of sports anywhere
than the uncovering of a point-shaving scheme."
- NCAA PRESIDENT MARK EMMERT
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LEFT: Junior catcher Zack Kometani rounds third base attempting to score against UC Irvine lastTuesday. RIGHT: Redshirt senior Kevin Muno, now No. 7, bunts in last year's series against Santa Clara Univesity.

Toreros fall to No. 16 UC Irvine, No. 24 Gonzaga

USD looks to bounce back this weekend against Pepperdine
By John Sandberg

There is plenty to be said about a
team that competes against the best in
college baseball week after week. Still,
no matter which way one looks at it,
losing is just not a whole lot of fun. USD
was beaten by No. 16 University of
California Irvine Anteaters last Tuesday
before being swept in three games
by the No. 24 Gonzaga University
Bulldogs. With these losses, the Toreros
are now 7-22 overall and 0-3 in West
Coast Conference play. With plenty of
WCC opponents left on the schedule,
the Toreros still have a chance to turn
things around and contend for another
conference title.
USD rolled into last Tuesday's

home game fresh off a series victory
against the University of New Orleans.
UC Irvine came ready to play, silencing
the USD offense and winning the game
5-0. Freshman pitcher Max MacNabb
surrendered three runs on six hits over
2.2 innings and was credited with the
loss. The Anteaters posted three runs
in the fourth inning and two more in
the seventh, and USD simply never
responded. The Toreros scattered just
four hits over nine innings.
Last Friday night USD was in
Spokane, Wash., to begin conference
play against No. 24 Gonzaga. The
Toreros jumped out to a 1-0 lead in the
first inning with a single and a steal by
redshirt senior outfielder Kevin Muno,
followed by a single by junior utility
Bryan Haar. The Bulldogs responded

with three runs of their own in the first
against Toreros sophomore starting
pitcher James Pazos. A RBI single in the
third inning by redshirt senior outfielder
Scott Schauer made it a 3-2 game,
but USD was unable to shut down the
Gonzaga offense. The Bulldogs piled on
runs throughout the game to bring it to a
final score of 10-2.
Junior pitcher Chris Jensen
produced yet another strong outing on
Saturday for USD, allowing just two
runs in 7.0 innings of work. The Toreros
offense was quiet once again, pushing
across their only run in the fifth inning
on a bases-loaded walk by freshman
third baseman Kris Bryant.
Amid the lack of run production,
Haar was 3-4 and junior catcher Zach
Sullivan and junior first baseman and

outfielder Corey LeVier each added
two hits in the game. Gonzaga added
an additional run in the eighth inning,
making for a low-scoring 3-1 final score.
Hoping to salvage the last game
of the series on Sunday, the Toreros
put themselves in a hole early. Starting
freshman pitcher Dylan Covey gave up
nine runs (seven earned) in 2.0 innings
pitched. With the score 11-2 going into
the ninth inning, USD showed signs of a
late rally. With the bases loaded, Bryant
hit a grand slam to left field, his seventh
home run of the season, making it an
11-6 game. Unable to keep the rally
going, USD fell in the end by a final
score of 11-6. Kevin Muno and Schauer
each added two hits for the Toreros as
well.
USD now looks to get back on

track as conference opponents make
up the majority of their remaining
schedule. First up is a three-game series
this weekend against the Pepperdine
University Waves.
Pepperdine was picked to finish
second in the WCC preseason poll, right
behind USD, who was picked to repeat
as conference champions. Additionally,
the Waves have two preseason allWCC picks in junior outfielder Brian
Humphries and sophomore infielder Joe
Sever.
Not only will winning against
WCC opponents be critical for USD,
but winning at home will be as well.
But so far, USD is 5-15 at Cunningham
Stadium this season. USD will look to
buck this trend in tomorrow's 3 p.m.
home contest against the Waves.

Softball's offensive production key to successful weekend
By Morgan Woodrow
USD's softball team has had
trouble consistently connecting with
the bat as of late. But against the
Sacramento State University Hornets,
the Toreros found their offense in
the second game of the series. In the
opening game this past Saturday, the
Toreros struggled to get anything
going. They were lead by freshman
pitcher Cassidy Coleman, who had
a complete game, striking out seven
Sacramento State batters. However,
the Toreros could not get their offense
rolling to come back for the victory.
USD fell behind 2-0 in the first
three innings, but fought back in the
fifth inning with solid hits from junior
infielder Jessica Tieszen and senior
third baseman Celeste Soto. Senior
first baseman Megan Walsh then got
on base by a Hornets error, allowing
Soto and sophomore outfielder Lauren
Tomey, who was walked, to score.
Despite the attempted comeback, the
Toreros were unable to connect again
in the seventh and final inning, giving
the Hornets a 3-2 win.
The first few innings of Saturday's
second game were controlled by the
Hornets, but an offensive team effort
brought the Toreros back in the game.
It started with sophomore catcher
Kimberlee Shimizu in the fourth
inning, who hit an RBI-double, scoring

Tieszen, who has been a consistent
offensive leader for the Toreros.
The Hornets made it interesting,
though, taking the lead again in the
fifth inning. But when the sixth rolled
around, the Toreros sealed the victory.
Tieszen was walked and then advanced
from an error by Soto's contact with
the bat. Working together, Soto stole
second base while Tomey reached first
base on a fielder's choice.
Unlike the first game, the Toreros
were able to get their offense going, as
Shimizu came up big for the Toreros
with an RBI-single, scoring Tieszen.
Finishing off the game was freshman
utility Dana Prelsnik with a gamewinning, two-RBI single to left field,
scoring Soto and Tomey and giving
the Toreros a 4-2 win over the Hornets.
The Toreros came out swinging
in the second day of the four-game
series, continuing their offensive
production. Solid defense to start the
game kept the score at 0-0, but then
Toreros scored four runs, including
home runs by Soto and junior Taylor
Hensley, both producing two RBI's
each and giving USD a 4-0 lead. The
Hornets got a run each in the sixth
inning and seventh inning, but the
Toreros continued their control of the
game, responding with one more run
and winning 5-2.
The Toreros finished strong in
their opening series, forcing the game
to be ended early on account of the run

rule. USD beat Sacramento State 8-0 in
five innings in Sunday's second game.
Through a team effort, the Toreros
were able to consistently connect at
bat in the last two innings. USD led
1-0 through the first three innings, then
went to work starting with Tomey,
who led off with a double. She would
later score from a Hornets error, lifting
the Toreros to a 2-0 lead.
Senior outfielder Kristen Gensler
continued the run with an RBI-single,
improving the lead to 3-0. Hensley
stepped up big again for the Toreros,
racking up her second home run of the
day, scoring three USD players. With
a lead of 6-0, Tomey would connect
again with a single, followed by a
double by freshman infielder Kylie
Ordos, advancing Tomey into scoring
position. Finishing off the game was
Prelsnik with a RBI double to rightcenter field, scoring Tomey and Ordos. •
The Toreros return home with
a 3-1 record to start Pacific Coast
Softball Conference
play.
USD
improved to 13-14 on the season, tying
for first with Loyola Marymount. The
team worked hard to win the opening
series in conference play and will
continue to push as they host Cal-State
Bakersfield on April 16 and 17.
"We will continue to work hard,"
Gensler said, "and push each other this
week so that we keep getting better
and will take this next series at home
this weekend."

Photo Courtesy of USD Athletics

Freshman Dana Prelsnik steps up to bat this past weekend against the Hornets.
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LEFT: Senior Nils Schive (front) and junior Nikola Bubnic (back) battle in doubles competiton against the University of Utah in San Diego two weeks ago. RIGHT: Bubnic serves against Utah at USD's HoganTennis Center.

Men's tennis loses three straight to top-10 competition
By Tyler Wilson
After winning 12-straight matches
and skyrocketing up the rankings to
No. 24, the USD men's tennis team
was brought back to reality after the
team's recent struggles. The Toreros
have played some top competition as of
late, starting with the No. 8 Pepperdine
University Waves two weekends ago.
Suffering their first
loss since
February 4, the Toreros were
blindsided by the national powerhouse.
Pepperdine
won
the
national
championship in tennis in 2006 and
have been consistently ranked in the
Top 25 for the past decade. Pepperdine
remains perfect on the year in WCC
play, while the Toreros fell to 3-1 in the
conference.

The Waves captured the doubles
point, taking the early momentum from
the Toreros. Sophomore Thibaut Visy
and freshman Clarke Spinosa captured
USD's only doubles victory on the day.
The Toreros seemed to gain back
some of their momentum when senior
Dean Jackson, the No. 35 nationallyranked singles player, defeated the
Waves' No. 47 Finn Tearney. But the
win was by forfeit, as Tearney retired
due to injury, down 1-0 in the second
set. Nonetheless, it was Jackson's
13th-straight singles victory and sixth
victory over a ranked opponent this
year.
The momentum would stop here
for the Toreros, as the Waves took
control after their unfortunate singles
defeat to win five
straight singles
matches, taking the victory from the

Toreros.
USD's chance to redeem their
lopsided loss at Pepperdine did not
get any easier, as they faced the No.
10 University of California, Berkeley
Golden Bears in the Bay Area last
Tuesday. This time, the Toreros did
not muster a doubles victory, losing all
three matches in decisive fashion.
Visy was the only Torero to garner
a singles victory, avoiding the sweep
for the reeling Toreros. Even Jackson
had his 13-straight singles victories
snapped, losing to the No. 17 ranked
Pedro Zerbini. The Toreros' 6-1 loss
to the Golden Bears was their second
consecutive and fourth to top 10
competition this season. The following
day, they had a chance to break their
losing streak against another top-10
opponent.

The Toreros remained in the
Bay Area to battle the No. 9 Stanford
University Cardinal on Wednesday,
April 6. Despite some changes to
the doubles rosters to try and regain
some momentum, the Toreros did not
capitalize and lost all three doubles
matches.
Singles matches did not pan out
any better for USD. They lost their
first four in singles competition to the
Cardinal, losing the entire match in
the process. The Toreros did receive
two singles victories at the end of the
day from junior Nikola Bubnic and
Spinosa, but they made no difference,
because the match was already clinched
by the Cardinal.
There is a positive that can be taken
from the three consecutive defeats.
Bubnic received the WCC Singles

Player of the Month, and rapidly
improved throughout the Toreros' stint
against top-10 competition. Bubnic
went 6-0 in singles play in March,
and is currently 23-7 overall in singles
competition.
USD dropped five spots in the
most current rankings after their string
of losses started two weekends ago.
They are now No. 29 and 15-5 on the
season. All five of these losses have
been against top-10 competition.
The Toreros look to break their
three-match losing streak tomorrow
against the No. 49 University of
California, Irvine Anteaters at the
USD Hogan Tennis Center at 3 p.m.
They then conclude their season at
San Diego State University on Friday
before the WCC Championships begin
in San Diego April 21.
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